Roger Rizner

Roger will be a S » & i

Born December 9.1972,

{reshman at Bandera HS
this fall Art is his best
subject and he hopes Lo
become a commercial
artist or cartoonist
someday. Roger's sense
of humor may be his
best personal trail He
likes 1o make others
laugh and Johnny
Carson is one of his
heroes. His tastes in
music run to Aesvy
metal rock and for
reading he likes science
fiction. “Transformers”
is his favorite TV show,
and "Pee Wee's Big
Adventure” is his pick
on the big-screen. Red

happens to be Roger's

favorite color and for

good eating he says you

can’'t beat pizza. In -

sports he likes soccer | used to think, n you gotold
best, and dreams of you were just g round and
owning a black Camaro. getboredand: Bul you can
He likes to hang oul al ﬂrl}rﬂmth\/ mories that
The Cabaret. His pet you had whe your

peeve is “lourists”. childhood. £ r people... |
Roger’s sympathies Lie thought th yd and

with the world hunger collec Sul 2 lot of
relief effort. the T

as and doing
ad, but a lot
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7 The BOOT and Bandera....

| It began in the summer and fall of 1984 when &
small group of Bandera youngsters. who ranged in age
from 1310 16, were atiracied toan aflter-school program
called WILDERNESS SPIRIT. The program took them oul Lo
|earn sbout the land and its inhabitants THE OLD
FASHIONED WAY .. by personal experience. It was called
Wilderness Spirit because--sure, the technology of the
piopeers is outmoded Loday. but the spirit which enabled
the pioneer to survive in the wilderness ISN'T OBSOLETE.
and never can be... That spiril is resourceful and sell
sufficient, and neighborly. anda lot of other things
which WORDS FAIL TO CAPTURE. That is precisely vhy
Wilderness Spirit tried to caplure more Lhan just Lhe words

Vilderness Spirit took the young people oul into
lnhi.‘lhnmuhnl:untr.ihln alone, and as s group
they lested their courage and their strength, developed
nrrhﬂ:ti]h,mdmlh-mln;uf

" CONSERVATION..... Then, they wenl out to visit with some of
the oldest of THE OLD TIMERS still living in the county.

3 They vent there TOLISTEN. and they aimed to bring back
for the uﬂnfunnn!m“riuudrmlhtﬁuu
of these individuals THE BOOT was put together from the

tapes and photographs that these students made.




The Battle of Pacsaddle Mountain
A As told by

r-u; John E. Brown

The Baitle of Packsaddle (%
| had three unclesand §
their names vere
ﬁlﬂllﬂilllﬂdﬂl‘l’lf
They were raised in |
Scouand, but they
decided they wanted to |
mmuj.-lnu'.iu

cattle in the ranching
country..and they

became ranchers. They

were all three .. neither

one of them were knocking on Uheir
married.. They were door. Well. they were
young men and they all oul there--their nearest
three Lived in a little neighbor was a long
house Logether Have way avay, and they

you ever been on Lhe wenl o the door and
road [rom Llano to there was s man.. all
Fredricksburg? Well, if scratched up...and he
;:u":w was bruised from
mountain . and falling, and he was
Miee e o _ feel were all full of

80 way dowa. and st the ﬂ:‘-ﬂl‘tl;lﬂlllr stickers that he'd gotien
foot of that mountain miles from where  on the way...He wvasa

G MRRSLT RN
g Oae morning that worked with
uncles lived thers o Symes e bim were freighting
- swakened by someone between Fredricksburg
ey



and Llano.... They were
really [rom Boerne,
becsuse Boerne was Lhe
place they hada
railroad at that tLime,
and they were
freighting things thal
come in by rail through
Fredricksburg to Llano.
Anyway, they'd camped
on the side of the
mountain, and the
Indians had attacked.
Well, they had killed his
buddy ... he knew
that .. and he'd run
away in the brush, but
he couldn't gel away
from them with his
boots on, so he pulled
his boots off ...and he
walked away.

He dida't know
where anybody was, but
he knew if anybody
lived close, it would be
somewhere along that
creek there.. 5o he
traveled about eight or
ten miles that night.
The Indians were afler
him. .. just slipping
along in the brush...
and mesquite thorns in
his bare feet. He came o
that house and he Lold
them about the Indians,
and that there wasa
whole bunch of them in
there... They were
scared but they knew
that if they just stayed
in their house they
didn’'t have much of &
chance...so one of Lhe
brothers slipped out o

the barn and wenl
tell the neighbors. The
rest stayed there and
took care of the man
that was hurt... And
they got their guas
waiched [or the lndians
to attack The Indians
never did come that
night. Next morning
got several of the

They kept going
up the mountain,
trying Lo stay on

high ground.....

the Indians were in the
county. They werea
raiding party from West
Texas somevhere. This
brought sbout the last
Indian battle that was
fought in this part of
Texas. It was called the
Battle of Packsaddle.
Anywsy, next
moraing when it came
light they had six or
eight men who wentout
and they found the trail
with heavy dew on it.
They found one of Lheir
cows thal was shot with
an arrow. It had gotien
avay from the Indians.
They found the Lrail

T

Indians left it and went

arcund the mountain
there that is called
Packsaddle. It's called
Packsaddle because it
kinda comes up like this
and it's got two little
peaksand that's why it's
called Packsaddle. . So
the Indians vent up
there on top of that
mountain, and they
began to fight down st
the botlom .. and the
Indians were Lrying Lo
And all this time they
had men that kepl
coming in all the time
and joining the
battle... s0 pretity soon
the Indians vere
surrounded, and they
knew that they had lo
fight through the
middle of the Line of
men in order Lo get out.
They didn 't want to do it
so they kept going up
the mountain, Lrying W
stay on high ground
....until they came io the
top of one of the peaks.
The Indians were oul on
top and the white men
were all around the
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: trained his gun on that
Their leader, an opening where the
chief, had two six- Indian went in. Then
shooters.... he had two the lodian came out .
of them, but apparently The Indian shot first,
he was running out of and he shot my uncle in
. because he

the shoulder.... up
high .. My uncle shot
the Indian and killed
him When the chisfl
died, or fell, the Indians

for the white men ... all gathered around him
Well, there was two big in & group. They picked
rocks up there, and him up and left. The
they (the Indians) were white men let them go.
scatiered around them My uncle was
rocks. The Indian seriously wounded so
leader...this chief .. .ran they took him back to
between those rocks the house and seat fora
and he would run out doctor. He almost

and shoot the six- died... the ball didn't go
shoolers and Lhen run in too deep, bul it went
over o the other rock, into his backbone and
like that.. My uncles lodged somewhere back
wiiched him and they there. In order to get it
knew Lhey was going lo out, they would have to
have W lay down out go through his stomach.
there and get ready for They wouldn't do it

him and when he ran because they dida't
mhhl:lulhmhu have anythin g for the
they would get a chance Illllllllhl'fiﬂllﬂ
to shoot at him The man the bullet in him. He
who laid dowa out thers ﬁl_rrmdr.huhnhull
was going 10 be wide _ _ im for all the restof
that. My uncle Bill said ; 3 % had had time or enocugh
he would do it So powder Lo load that gun
the Indisn went in | properly, it vould have
behind one of the | gone in and broke his
he slid right out there backbone.. So he was

lucky o be alive.



NS5S; TI'll tell you about
the people in the
earlier days who were
caplured by the
Indians. First there was
an F. M. Buckelew. He
was born in Louvisiana
in 1852. After the death
of his pareats, uh....he
moved with Barry
Buckelew on the Rio
Sabinal in Banders
County, which wasa
beautiful home They
had o cross many miles
of country infested with
wild men and sick
animals. When Mr.
Buckelew was fourteen
years old, he vas
captured by the Lipan
Indians. You see the
Apache Indiansand the
Comanche Indians were
the ones that roamed in
this area, and they
caused a lot of trouble.
The Apache Indians
were & Lribe that lived
in Texas and Arizona
and they came in from

Nettie Saul

._.:_ﬁ

The Indians named 1t....

religion was derived
from the Pueblo Indians
with whom they were
alwaysatl war And .
Ih,,mllhﬂl:hl

L _—-

the Shoshoneans and
originally numbered
about 25,000. They
rln,pdnru:thc
western plains, moving
in historic times, from
north to south where

]



they roamed f
Hllfl River tnr;: o
Mexican border. T

ferocity ang .

there were rﬂi:h“
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R was in about 1860
I_hluw. vhen they
finally quieted down
tad moved away .. and
for MANY years over
there in Bandera Pass,
Lthere were graves of
these Indians you
Know, that died in thas
fight._up sgainst the
mountains. by | don't
Kaow vhether there
Are any graves there or
Bol anymore. . byt M.
Buckelew was captured

Vas..ub.. Custaleto gn
he could speay broken .
E‘m.ni Iﬂdll.ﬂ#
:ﬂ"_l‘r cruel (o him
Ihllhflnodthmn
Ume and after he

m!ﬂr from the
Be marriod, and

BOOT: Ub...do you
know any stories thal
you might have heard
wvhen you were
little 7... more about
these Indians .7

N.S: Letme
see.. There was this
man by the name of
Herman Lehman, that
used (o come and visil
my father and mother,
and when he wasa liltie
boy the Apaches
captured him. He lived
at Fredricksburg. The
Apaches captured him
and he grew up for
awhile there,.._bul bhe
didn't like the Apsches.
They were such cruel
poople. So somehow be
quit them and weal
over Lo the Comanches
and they were beller (0
him. He liked that , 80
he stayed with them.
And he would come over
here and visit my
mother and daddy snd
he was Lhe one ﬂ!ﬂ“”
me about the [ndians
calling this
Bandera, you
koow. . they were Lhe
ones that named it. He
was ..uhb. . kindof 80
elderiy man whea |
knew him, l:-ul-d“ wis
real bright an
¥ou know, and he Wi§
real interesting.
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S|\ stays with you.... R:,m&ﬁ

We knev that there was (Whether it's fact,
some more world out . or fretion? )
there, bul we didn't -

know what it looked . ‘

like .. and we didn't You could buy & pair of levis for $.75 or

know what people adollar. and s good hat-—-a good hat--

thoughtin it.... cost you five or seven dollars You could
John E. Brewa get & pair of boots made for about ten,

and a saddle cost anywhere from forty
to fifty-five dollars.. for an exirs good
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e Bud Fitzpatrick U
in the whileiail hri‘;:;ii:;;f U
is responsible for lhe decrease in U
U
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The mesquite Lrees have a litte bud on ihe raitlesnake population ia the
U the bottom Here's s big one.. Bul even Hill Covalry.
the little ones have it We ook these
out with & bulldozer not long ago. lo gel
that little bud out at the botlom . If you
don't get it, they'll sprout right back ..
Raymond lir.n
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The biggest thief of
;romrd’ waler is ithe
mesgquile...

O
O
O
O
-0
U nmhflh.l.npn
O v
o
L
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The house | was born in didn’t have &
lock on the door... you had & wooden
latch. . s vooden button .. and then the
1 4 door wouldn't come open. And that's the
only lock 1 ever knew of being on the

doors....
Mos Axmstreng Lane Langferd
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Before they passed Lhe stock law almost
everybody had a milk cow that they
turned out during the day. We had to
walch in the aflernoons because the
streels were full of cows going back w
the various houses to be milked ..

Frank Moatague

The Polish were all good farmers, and

had two gins in Bandera..and th
armed thatcotton for a good many

. And then the Johnson grass gol
and the bollweevils got into

they quil farming colton and
started Lo raising oats and corn and

£

i
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During World War I1all
the boys had to go to the
war, and we didn't have
enough to make a ball
team, so | was their
pilcher on the boys

...Ne played a lot of
baseball when we could
find a bat... but my
favorite game was “Wolf
Over the River™....

John E. Broewa

A Russian bosr will
cal & gosi--bones
and all!

The final blow (o
Lhe cotton gin in
the Hill Covairy was
the crop failure of
1929....
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. L1 My brother...We never
Alt .mni:‘ ‘":' N wenl o a dance that he
square stems.... . dido't take us..oF g0
with us and see Lhal we
had a way to go ... And
if we dida't get a date o
come home with . well,
he'd bring us home as
his date... He was a real
good brother....
Aanie Anderwald

U ¥e never see honey Lrees Anymore....

These insecticides , I guess has just

aboul done sway with the honeybee.

Once in a while you'll see one. |
remember when | was a kid riding ina

pasture, we'd say .. we'd remember-- BOOT: If you could

He u remember that ol bee g
m':}" We'd call ‘em “bee trees”™ . Once ::: ::r::f"::::: i =
in a while...ever' summer, you'd see it be? v

swarms of bees come lhnl....ldlu! You'd

see this cloud & comin'l ... And we'd run o

and get a dishpan or something, and ﬂu “‘h“ﬂ,"‘-
sometimes you'd spot 'em ...bul they'd o “Fl':ﬁ’ and [rom

all ball up on the Limb of & Lree--

wherever thal gueen weanl, that's where

they'd go... And of course Lthen they'd Rebecca Laagford
find a hollow tree somevhere .and il it

had & big enough cavity inside, vhy

that's where they'd...And most of the

Lime there was just a small hole goin’

into Lhis Lree--that's where Lhe bees r

wenl in and out...and | don’t know how The last wild

CCCCCCCCCeee

they could ever find it..I guess if there musiangs in the Hill
were bigger openings, probably coons Country were

and other things vould break ‘em rovaded up between
up... But inside.... You could cut one of 1915-1920 ...

them down, aad it'd be....it mighl be
three or four foot of--inside a Lree that

big arouad...full of honey....
Bob Mansfie

U 1
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I'd tell him that [ could see the barn
under that horse... He jumped so
high.. It just looked awful. you
know...1'd come out of the house and
look there and see that ol’ horse was
pitchin’ right and left. | saw him get
throwed and when he got up he didn't
have & button left on his shirt... And he
rode that thing until she fell over
backward.... and then he...l didn't think
he was throwed because he was the
best thing in the world.. knew how Lo
get off of & horse--when it was
pitchin' He knew where.. But this one
was 50 fast. . and she was always like
that She would pitch ever' Lime
something wenl wrong in the pasture—-

there Lthey'd go....

Lenna Shert

Fact er Lictiea 7
It wasa 't vatifl alter
1900 that an acre of
fand in Bandera
Covaty was worih
more than the wood
from one cypress

W
,%j

-_-,:.b

i ._
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Ualite other

wesiern stales,
ihere pover was a2
feud between the

cowman apd ibhe

Teras. ...

sheep berder ia

We had an ol' hound
dog...he was such a
good dog he could tree a
fox anytime of year... |
mean, sayiime-dry
or hot...., cold or wel....
or dry! And in the night
we'd hear ol Blue
lresin’ way up in that
hollow they call
Panther Hollow.. And
we'd goup there ——ve
had & lantern, of
course.. And he'd have
8 fox Lreed....

Beb Mansfieid

(81818
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Fact or fictiea 7

DI

' Y Ballmoss blew into
:::_'fl Eﬁ:;lh ing' s "'E - this ares with
¥ Hurricane Carla....

goin’ faster now...And 5 1B
ume.... is more !
important, scems
like.. than it used to
be.. . When | was .
growin up, well.. a day
didn't mean anything....
If you coulda'tdo it

d

0 0 2 10 1 30 56 30 30 0 36 0 70 36 36 10 10 10 )6 )0 0 b0 o

today, well...you'd do it We raised corn, aad
tomorrow. But it's nol every rainy day, that's
that way nov. Every where we venl.. was lo
hour counls now ... the corn crib. Alright
Hug Moore little boys, we're

goin' lo need some

more cora shelled
W for cora meal. Vell,
we'd shuck up--shell up

Then, Bandera wasa s bunch of cora 1o take
health resort . These Lo town (o the grist
hotels were full of mill. .. made our own
people... just fwifof  corn meall
people.... The Dulfy Beb Mansfield
Hotel, the Rue Hotel, the

Langford Hotel..and uh,

Risingers.... People had

boarders in their homes, I can still remember

10 )6 )9)0)0 )8 )8 8 )0 3809 )8 )8 )00

too. But anyway, it wass how we thrashed oats
resort lovn. Pmphd and vheat just before
came down here an the fourth qf July ...
-_:wud for their Vedwork like
ealth . everything o get
Edith Edwards through so we could go
1o Bandera for the
Fack er Lictien ? barbecue and dance....
Raccoon bides were Aanie Anderwald

more sought alter 4
than deerskins after ,.M=

NNNNNNNNANNNNNNNN
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e ’3'. ._ Hymllrylndl‘nrl]ul-hld
s o v when my mother said o us, "Now you

“ may go barefooted.” . and | don't know
why going barefootl was so much fun,
becsuse Lhere were mesquite thorns
and sand burrs. .and rocks, and all kind

of things...And [ guess we'd get good,
tough soles on our feel in the summer ...

I'-

St Augustine grass

bas ao business
M.r.u ia our ‘ h
F i—--li :

=

Vianie Hicks
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U We danced on bare ground out
U there.. .Bl.ltklh:rh-d-dnﬂrhnu- L
U E:f?r::: w:i:?h fiddler Lu:;:d sit .3y
ere.. .the ran guilar, :
- M;hmﬁddh H:nmbuh"md .-
0 E-rm l.hm:g ::un ﬂn:. r.i.-n..l..,unu
U night a trombone --he played.. _Andas
you wenl by. he'd pull that trombone
8 E.ud mln back miatbmn the
cersl. .(laughing]...
O
O
O
U
U
U
¥
U

Villie Schmidt

She'll Be Comia’
We had parties Kovad The

on Saturdsy night..We Movsisia“isa scay
played "0id Joe Clark™... Wrilien about the We'd dance with not the
It's more like dancing, /irst aortber of the sams girl all night
only it was square winier blowing inite long...We'ddance with
dancing. only they Teras owi of the different people... like
called it "parties™.. We Kockies.. some nights | might
dida 't have hnm like .. .dance with ten or

Julia Wendt twelve different girls.
Veraer Liadig

LCLULBLLLLLLLBLLBLUUU
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THE OLD TIMERS
Bob Mansfield

In 1926 Rocksprings
Texas was blown away
by & cyclone, and the
same night one came
through this counlry
here.. And it blew the
tops off of our
barns... took our
windmill sway, and ...
and smokehouse
away...and blew a lot of
shingles of of this
house.. . Anduh, we
were sleeping in that
room thers, andawad
of straw came... Ve used
to have thrashing, and
over by the thrasher
was big straw stacked
up...a couple of
hundred yards up
there... anda big wad
came through the wall
there...and you never
heard such a racket...of
lightning and thunder
and noise.... in your life.
‘Course that didn't last
but just a lew
minutes...il was gone.
Well, we venl Lo see
about what had
happened outside..
.There wasa'ta wvhole
lot of things left to mmud;ﬂh § (]
see.. anduh, the walls Was easy Lo raise oals
of the granary had back in those days.. The
caved in.. .as the Lop fields were newer, of

:um; up there and
foundering their sell--
if you know whai




ive

Ad

foundering means...
That's ealin g too much
grain...We had work
teams--didn 't have
tractors then....

After daylight
got Lo where we could
see, weo could tell the
thing went that-a-
way... 5o my mother
asked me W geton a
horse and go over and
see aboul the Smith
place.. That's the ald
Harmon Smith place
over here a couple of
miles...| rode upon a
ridge and looked down
where this house was
supposed Lo be, and
there wasn't anything
but & pile of rocks.. It
was an old rock house. ..
Well.... man, [ just knew
I'd find "em all dead
under them rocks.. And
Lthere wasa big pecan
Lree was blown
over..That's how
strong il was... pecan
Lree, you know ‘s got a
terrible long tap root....
Bul anyway, there wasa
dog hangin' on s
chain.. but he could
reach his forefeel.. he
could reach the Lrunk
of the tree, but it
heppenedio be s long
chain and the Lree
blown over you see had
ook the limb up that he
was tied 10...50 | wrned
him loose where he
could get some waler sl
least and go got in the

shade. . And Lhere wasa
little chicken, oul of an
incubator.. The
incubalor was sillin’
right out there... wasn'tL
even turned over...and
one little chicken on
the outside.. . We'll
never know how that
happened... And like |
said, | wealt in there Lo
diggin’ on those old big
quarried rock, Lo get
ever bed | came W, the
covers vasn 'L urned
down...Well, ] had o
assume Lhatl there never
was.. that nobody had
golten into this bed at
night...

Henry Stevens
was sheriff. He lived
down there--a fellow
named Albert lives
there now--on Banders
Creek.._above.. Well. it's
sboul a mile and & half
above vhere "173°
crosses Bandera Creek.
ﬁw know what'sup

-a-way..50 | loped
down there . Henry
Stevens was sheriff and
one of his dasughters. .
uh, Clars Cox--well, she
vasn'l Cor then--she
was sbout 20 | guess....
And | hollered hello.....
and ‘course they dida't
know anything had
wvasn'lany uh . well,
there was radios of
course, bul there wasn'L
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any TV's.You didn 't get
that news modia. . .And |
said, Do you koow
aanyihiag abouvt
where the Smiths
#re? .. Shesaid Yes,
Mrs. Smith and Thomas
and the lLittle folks had
gone over o the Polly's
Peak place on
Privilege--what they
call Polly's Peak .. And
that's the first Lime
she’d boen away
from that house at
might in 18 years....|

And of course |
guarantee you if they'd
have been... whoever
would ‘ve been there
vould've been dead il
they'd have stayed in
that house... cause this
big rock house just
caved in...

Well, I said,
Yhere's Hurmon ...7.... 1
guess he's in on one of
them beds under
there.. Anywvay, |
started over Lo Lhis
Polly's Peak place and |
ran into & man named
Jack Bradshaw.._and he
said, No, Bob... Harmon's
up there. _uh, he and



Hogan Flynn and Lon
Joiner and ... the Taylor
boy. I ferget what his
name was... Douglas....
They'sall up there
drunk. .. .And it came and
picked this big house
up, and it carried it
aboul....oh, 30 0r 40
steps, and then set it
right back down.. And
it's just unbelievable
thata thing like that
would happen, but it
didn't even tear that
house up...it just picked
it up and carried the
whole thing out there..
.And set it down...And
Hogan was.... and Joe
Flynn was s big
Irishman, and was
drunk, and he was
out...and he never did
know what happened....
Aad Douglas Taylor ...it
had sucked his hat out
the window and he
never did find it.... And
there wasn't hardly a
fence lelt...the way this
thing vent there wasn't
a fence... It took posts,
wire.. everything... just
rolled it up...And then
we heard about all those
oy

L
Texas... of uu-ll'
had 2x4's ran through
‘em... They just sawed
‘em ofT on each side and
buried them that way.

And there vasn't hardly

anything lefl of
Rocksprings....

It sucked
his hat out
the window

d e neuer
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It rained a lot in those
days.. just like it does
nov, maybe more. And
we kepta slicker
behind our saddle all
the Lime... And the worst
part was comin’ on
when you pass where
Scooter Fries lives there
wasabig field. .and
wvhen a cold norther
was blowin’ right in
your face | tell you it
wasa lon g two miles
from there on home....
And I've seen
this lane oul here--that
you all come in...get so
boggy that actually s
horse couldn't hardly
go down il..There vas
three of us goin’ back
and forth ever day on
horseback and if you
wanted o go to town my
mother ‘d have lo take
the buggy and go
around by the Cox's, and
through there, ‘cause s
horse couldn't pull a
buggy through that
side of Scooter Fries on
thai siope down there
mh

Vas some post-oak
ground that there
wasn't any botiom to....
Old Maa
Johnson, who vasa
carpenier, was goin’
lo come out here. My
mother had some
carpentry work she
wanlsd done here on
the house .. and he
turned off there at the
cemenl works and cut
through some pastures
that got so boggy and
this old man, Old Man

Johnson--M.F. Johason,

| looked down the lane
and saw him comin’ and
there he was, ridin’ this
ol’ big grey mare... with
those britches legs
rolled up W about his
knees. . maddest Swede
you ever savl...He'd
come around there and
this buggy just... this
old hack he carried his

tools in....just got deeper
everything.. .And thal
thing hada Ay ol
grey mare.. powerfu/
old mare . and directly

-




she just ok the shafl
and kept on goin'/
..|lsughingl..1
mean .. And the buggy
just stayed there. . And
he wanted to know why
in the H__ we didn't
tell him that that road
would turn ... but we
thought that you could
read the signs good
enough to know that
road wuraed....
[laughing]. But I'U
never forget that

to got on our
saddlehorses and go
back and get the rest of
‘em before he could do
what work we wanted....
ﬁ.nll[mnlmulll
team and some chains
and sl and got his
hack out of there....

Nettie Dean
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You didn't have
vashing machines. You
had an old iron pot and
you rubbed the clothes
if they were real dirty
and you put ‘em in the
pot and boiled ‘em.. and
then look ‘em out and
vrung ‘em out and
rinsed ‘em a couple of
times...And thal wasan
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all-day job.

1 grev up when they
had to make soap in the
washpot...And | had o
stand out there aad stir

- o
f"‘.‘?



Those were the old coal
oil lamp days. It ran on
coal-oil and it was
always my job Lo clean
all the old chimneys....
And they was alvays
black...every night...
And | had a small hand
back then. | wasthe
baby of six children and
| had to always clean
those lamps ... and cut
the wicks, so's it'd burn
good... Then when we
got to the Aladdin
lamps... They were still
coal-oil lamps, but they
were of metal--like
silver, and they had a
big hood on ‘em, and
they run on a mantle-
-what you call a
manile llwasjusia
real fine net... Well,
when you turned that
lamp up very much,
your mantle caught fire
and you had to waul
avhile and turn itdown
and let that burn

off... But we thought
that was great. It vas

calledan Afaddin lamp

1 grew up in the
smoothin’ iron

days.. When you ironed
with the old smoothin’
irons and set ‘em on the
furnace, or used
charcoal .. We lived just
out of Pipe Creek and
these big kilns. . these
charcoal kilns that they

burnt and made coal out
of cedar .. They made
coal and they drove
San Antonio with it in a
wagon, and that wasa
way of life.. They'd take
itdown and sell it... stay
in the wagon yard in
San Antonio--be gone |
think about three

| was pretty small but |
was one that had to help
had this kiln....it was
built like & tipi....out of
cedar poles.. and you
skimmed the bark off,
and [ really don’t
remember what went
inside, but you set it

out with a bucket....
Ever' time there'dbe a
blaze on it . then you'd
have io put it out and at
night they'd bank it
down .. And that would
make your real

charcoal. | would hate
to tell you how long il

tok.. .l can't remember,

but it seemed like
elernity Lo my brothers
and my sister, because
we had o carry water
and everybody had o
run vhen my daddy
would say the charcoal
kiln wason [ire.. We'd
put it out, and it would
burn up all the logs and
make pure charcoal
‘Course there wasa
demand for that in San
Antonio and most other
places in those days.
The men would take it
down there and
however long il
took...And then they'd
buy groceriesand ...a
few clothes...things
like that... and bring
those back... Lots of
people did it.




People managed W get
their work done. They
did & lot of hard work on
Saturday, because you
know, they didn't
believe in doing
anything hardly on
Sunday..and uh, hitch
up the team and the
hack and away we'd go
to church . We had a lot
more Lime then... Dad
always wanted o go
visitin' on Sunday
aflernoon. It was
church on Sunday
mornin’ and then go
visitin'....'Course when
you went to see the
kinfolks, you'd go spend
the whole day.. My
folks had s double
seated hack. We
thought we had it made.
.llsughing]....

It was a hard way of
life. The children and
the parents all worked
in the fields. You never
knew what it was lo
Airelabor.. Back then
vhen they had the
thrasher you swapped
work The men would
bring their wvagons....
The thrasher you know,
was for oats , or wheat.. .
generally--oats . First,
you would cut it and

then tie the bundles and
you would shock that up
in s shock and let it
stand until it dried
out...Then the men
came with their wagons
and would haul that to
the thrasher. They had
one thrasher that would
g0 around in the
communily--whoever
was ready lor il...and
they'd haul that out and
thrash it and pull the
oals in, and then makea
big haystack....And the
wvomen would all--a lot
of them would get
together and help cook.

Oh, those men

enjoyed that

cold iced tea...

You'd give ‘em their
dinner and their
supper.... ‘Course they'd
come having had their
breakfast..And I can
still remember great
big pans that they'd
cook up & big peach
cobbler... and beans and
some chili..and potato
salad and like that.. And
iced tea and coffee. ...
Oh!Thase men enjoyed
that cold iced tea when
they'd been workin' out
in the hot sun ...

s
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guided 'im by slappin’
'im on the side of the
neck . Never paid much
allention to carryin’
anything with me, but
somelimes I'd take a bell
off and put it ‘'round his

nose and hold the end of
it.. this way..so il he
kinda felt like he was
gonna run or
something like

that.. justto hold ‘im....
I never had a saddle

wvell ub...] went out one
mornin' to get them and
uh I caught this ol’
horse and crawled on
‘im....and | didn't put
nothin’ on ‘im, [ just
crawled up there on his

It was prelty
cool but the horses
didn't seem like they
was o lively... But we




particular mornin’....
why ub, the colt got to
‘em....He waaited (o lead
the bunch...so uh, he
heisted his 1ail like that
and run off beside the
horses.. and th

lh-..-“‘ “i Il.ﬁ.#
Up on Lhat horse and |
dida’t have any way 1o
hold im. | just sat up
there and talked to
im... didn't do o much
good.._but | mean we
lopped Lhat hill and
they was all,

Was in a dead run... |

Out and Lheir ears laid
back... They's goin' too
fast when they come
BAle . 1o go in the
--They coulda
Bointo it they's
running too fast]..
There [ was sittin’ on
that horse runnin’'dead
Oulan’all | had wass
little handful of mane.

:

was all | had to hold on
to..and fightlin’ limbs
off the trees....] just
sbsolutely lost my shirtl
But then uh...| stayed
on ‘im. Bul sayhow they
made & certain left on
back o the back of the
pasture, and | was sure
glad of the back fence

somethin
like that happened like
lhﬂlﬂ.mrr
veek . happened real
::f‘l.u.uj:uh,lm

et in a Light

Hiﬂhuuu?u
l‘f-"'{lltnunrh:ll
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A lotof things go into
makin’' ranch life..uh,
| was...long about your
sge | got the idea that |
wanted to learn to play
the Freach harp...you
know what a French
harp is? You know how
o play one? You can't
hardly get one now, bul
then you could buy one
for twenty-five

cents... pretty good
French harp.. I tried. .|
wanted to learn (o play
the Freach harp....

BOOT: What'saFreach
harp?

JEB Well some
people want to call them
& mouth organ. You
know, it's something
you hold like this....

BOOT: A harmonica?

JEB.: Yeah!..uh
huh. that'sit...

BOOT: Ob,.OK..

JEB: Thatswhatl'm
talkin’ sbout...of course
s harmonica come on &
little bit later.... Back
then, they was all
French harps, w;l
mostly they come from
Fraace.... You couldn’l
...they didn't make ‘e




ub... didn't know how Lo
play it and all | could do
was just sit out Lthere
and just go over and
over Uil I learneda
tune... That was preity
long, drawn-out
monolonous business. ...
Well, they flinally
stopped me from taking
"lessons” st the house,
and | couldn't play
anymore st the house
‘cause [ got to be oo
bad...1'd go off to Lthe
barn or somewhere out
in the pasture where |
could practice .. .Well we
were prelty busy so |l
couldn’t take off just
any time to play that
French harp, but [ did
practice whenever |
could.... [n that country
there...why.. we
helped each other and
uh....our neighbor down
the road had a protty
big ranch, and he was
workin' cattle and milk
calves... and I'd always
go down there and help
him... Well, 1...Iput
that French harp in the
ket of my chaps....
1hlhmhn
1 couldn't use it, but
then if there come s
time when I's out on the
stock lot why.. 1'd take
oul the French
and do s Little bit
vorkon it..and
uh .. this utilized all the
spare Lime | had ..
tryin’ to learn how o

play the Freach harp...
But this particular
day..why, we vorked
preity hard all day and |
didn't get & chance W
play it "til | started
home Lthat evenin'. I's
about four or five miles
back in Lthe pasture
vhen [ startedinso |
just tied me & loose knot
in the reins and locked
it down over Lhe saddle
horn and started on
in..]lwasby
myself .. _just me and my
horse out there.. So |
pulled out that ol
French harp ...and
uh... started lo work on
it...The horse he starts
home like that and he
ts anxious to go home.
5: gets a little bit faster

'rhi.lt he's goin’ along...

fox trot to begin with,
midur;l}lhh'l
ita ox
ﬂ._htmhuihr
he was in a lopel By the
time | got to the raach
hewasins

run..He's just ruanin’
just as fast as he could....
Well. he run up to the
trough out there... the
walerin’ trough...ol'
horse was thirsty....
ﬂuclhunueinm-
walerin’ trough .1 just
There wasa boy. s
man’s son about my age,
came out there.... He
said “Alan said you came
in pretty [ast this
evenin'" | said, "Well it
wasa't my fault . the ol
horse done it"...That

boy looks around and he
sav me put that Freach
harp in my pocket, and
he says... "That poor ol
thing, he thinks he can
run sway from that
racket!”




Bessie Schmidtke

Kerrville, to the
fair...and he got the
blue ribbon.. first
prize....on all that fruit
They had sheep and
goats and cows and
horses and they farmed
and raised a good crop
every year. . doing
good.. We had plenty of
everything--
vegelables, all kindsof
vegelables...and
buicher hogs every
winter and butcher 2
calf when we needed
it...had plentyto
eat . and we really did
work, to have all thal.

Everybody worked...
had the most beautiful
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and died they come 0
our place to get [lowers
to put on the grave. ¥e
had the white rose they
called the bride, and the
ink rose for the
;tnunﬂln“‘w“




had the little red

rose .. and apple
trees...and wisteria
vines growing in the
ditch. It was really
pretty. Big poplar trees,
white on one side of the
leaf and green on the
other, and the wind
would blow, and they'd
just glisten ...it was
...beautiful... And we
had wells, shallow wells,
twelve feet down W
water.. had a pump
there'd pump water and
irrigate the garden, and
the water'd go down lo
twelve feet and just stay
right there It woulda't
goany further. It was
dangerous o walk
around there, or take a
horse or anything on il
Just bogged up in the
mud and not never get
out...il was dan gerous,
it was so muddy ...

In the old Lime we done
things the hard
way...drag up wood o
even with the floor for
the wash pot, and gel up
early next morning, get
a fire to that wash pol
and by nine o'clock ve's
through washing....
Then the girls was in
the house, fixing their
faces up and combing
their hair... beautiful

We all liked o
plow...pul a horse loa
little plow and go plow
corn.. (chuckles) |
liked that.. milk the
cows—| liked Lo
milk.. have our own
milk and butter, lots of
it.. feed some to the
hogs. We had chickens-
-all kinds of chickens.
They'd roost oul in the
live oak Lrees. We didn't
have no chicken house.
Somelimes Lhe owls
would get them. We had
mockingbird nests. .. lots
of mockingbirds... and
they'd run the chicken
havks off ... they came
around in the dayume.

Al recess Lthe children
would play ball _boys
on one side of the
schoolhouse. and girls
on the other..and if &
i -
hi the er
wiblales the children
all go to the door and
look at that car. They

didn’'t have many cars....
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I sure haled o miss a
day of school .. because
I always thought the
teacher would teach the
children something
that they would
remember and never

forget....

We'd go to a doclor in
Medine One of my
sisters gol real sick...
was laying outon &
palette in the yard.. My
mother took her up o
Medina, o Dr. Adams....
and stayed up there al &
small building with a
fan .. .and they called it
the Medina Hotel. They
stayed there & fow days
with that sick girl. The
girl got well and they
brought her home.

My daddy hada
rising in his head and
he was awflul sick..and
he had Dr. Adams and
Dr. Adams made his own
salve. He'd make it out
of uh.. soap—-tlar soap,
and alum, and uh . get
the gall of & .. beel, |
believe it was.. gel the
gall of a beefl and put
that in there and cook it
for a good while...and
put it in little cans... had
his own salve...and we'd
use that and they said it
was good salve.

Then one of my
aunts had a bad leg and




my mother sad they
went and ok an axe
and went out in the
woods and gol some
blackjack bark off of &
tree.. .and boiled that
bark and got the juice
out of it and bathe her
legs in that and that
would cure it... They
made their own
medicine.

| used 1o go o town and
would hardly ever see a

everybody on the street.
Now [ go o town and |
don’t know nobody .. Lhe
old Limers is all gone
and these new people
that's come in here, |
don't know them at

ings,
wvhat 1o do and hov o
do....They do different
that the old umers did.
The old timers left pear
Lrees growing in the
field..and these new
people come in here
tnd go dig them
up...and tear down s
greal big barn that was
built out of cypress
lumber from the
river..big two-story
barn down here.._they
hnl.l#n.hnmnq
with the orchard ..

¥hen the old timers
lived there they had lots

of fruit and vegetables.
They farmed and they
had pleaty of
everything..all kinds
of fruil and vegetables.
Load & buggy up and pu
ahorse Wit .. and go o
town twice & week with
vegetables and
fruit.. My mother'd go
in a wagon.. working
two horses, about two
Limes a week .. didn't
have no trucks

Charlie was a good
driver. He'd drive
horses o the

vagon.. horses
voulda't run awsy or
nothing. You'd be safe
with him. He liked
horses, understood
horses, and dida't have
no trouble with them He
was coming home [rom
lown one evening. and
he had a mule he was
wvorking with the
wagon and rightdown
here he was going up
that hill and that old
mule balked and he



wouldn't go no
more...He wouldn't go at
all... just stand there So
he just got out and let
the mule siay there all
night long... the mule
and another horse...50
the next morning he
whet down there and
fized him up and got
him straightened out in
the wagon, and got in
the wagon and says
“Now let's go” ... and boy
that mule just went
out.... he didn't stay
there no longer.

And Ed Clark was
down there riding a
donkey and he just
laughed and he
laughed... He thought
that was so funny that
Charlie left that mule in
that harness, hitched o
that wagon all nighit
long. and then wenl
down the ne1l morning
and fooled around a
little bit and got him
straightened out and got
in the wagon and said
well, now let's go
home... and that old
mule was glad 1o gel oul
of there. He pulled that
wagon out and away he
come home... (laughs)
That's the way he done
him. He balked and he
wasn'l going to go no
further, so he just
stayed there all night

L R

Tina Allen

T

i

| remember one

shoot [irecrackers al
the fourth of July...We
used Lo get lirecrackers,
and one day we were
through ealing, and

uh ... the older folks
were still in the kitchen
eating. Dur house was
built with two doors aad

rmm:lrﬁ lita

firecracker and | was
going to throw it acros

the hearth.... and it
didn't go across the
hearth--it venton the
table, and my mother
had to slap it and
pushed me out of the
way. and it exploded in
her hand--ripped her
hand open.. and I'll
never forget that.

We walked Lo school
from here every day,
and it would be snow on
the ground [laughs)... It
isn'l that long bul we
walked W school rain or
shine We wentthrough
the pastures.. Nobody

* cared then if we went

- through the pastures...

It was about two miles.
¥e wvenl across Lhrough
Lthe pasture and do you
know where Dripping
Springs is? That's
where we crossed, on
blulfl.. we'd go on this
side of it...And we'd lix

put us some logs and put
us & bridge so we
wouldn't have o lake
our shoes off in the
wintertime.. We'd go
across like that And our
neighbor down the road
over Lhere would go
over there...we had Lo
go through his
...And he'd pull
down and the next
morning ve wenithere
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thinking Lhat we could
geol across and il was
down and we had Lo pull
our shoes ofT anyway!
llsughs).... It was all for
nothing [laughs] ... had
to fix it up again, aad
we kepl doing that...

There was no

places. We had o
depend on Lthe weather
aliogether _ It seomed
like the good Lord was
good and we gol rain
vhen we needed it |
don’t know. it was just
first one thing and then
another.. We used 1o
have some droughts. It
was bad. [t was bad

another.. uhb, it was
feed for the horses.
..But we used 10 plant
o

and we had g
molasses mill We had 1o

llmﬂll-lllﬂn“

ripe we had 1o go in the
Meld and

uh.. strip all
the leaves off and cut

With Chris Childress.

Put some hog lard
and sugar on it....

all the tops off, and
then cut it down and
then haul it in by the
and hook the horse to
the mill. They had a rod,
or & log over the top of
the mill that would
balance it .. and it
turned the mill as the
wenl round

pulling that log on top
of the mill. It would
lllllllelhﬂn.u

and get all the
juice out, and theg
':{"‘Hilhmud

They made everything-
-soap--Lhay butchered
all their meat, put it
up...we had big wooden
barrels that had salt,
and llhr“ﬂllldl‘-h
bacon and the ham we'd
pul it in the barrels
with that saltand it
would keep all

year.. And really, they
were betler than nov
when you pul it in the
freezar... They kepl
better.... We killed deer
whenever ve needed
meal. We had sheep and
we'd have mutton .. .and

Sunday dinner
we'd...my brother and
I'd goover and killa
small hog and we'd cook



it for Sunday and have
some left over for the
week you know...And
when we went to school
they had little bitty Ln
buckets that tobacco
used Lo come in .. and il
had two Little handles
and it had a Lid o it, and
they'd give usour
sandwiches and we'd
put it in there aad we'd

take them Lo school and
eal what ve wanted for
lunch and then afer
scheel we'd go down by
the river and go to Lthe
bridge Lo cross, and sit
down there with our
neighbors who vere
going thai way o..and
each ate a sandwich and
swsy we veal.. [laughs]

BOOT: What kind of
sandwiches did you
have?

T.A.: Bread and
butter.. maybe putsome
hog lard and sugaron
‘em... and maybe
preserves . something
like that. We never did
have oo much mesl o
fix Like that ..

BOOT: How did your
husband court you?

TA: Wevenitios
dance st Mansfield
Park. He venl in his car
and | went in mine. |
was eyeing him for

a1

quite awhile....As ['d be
going o church he'd be
sitling there.. That
building there Lthal used
to be & holel--across
[rom the old stale bank
wvhers the lumber is
siacked...On one side of
the hotel there wasa
little cotlage and that's
where his room
was...and he'd be silting
oul Lhere on Lhe

sl the hotel, and I'd be
going by ..and I'd look
over.. [lsughs). . One
night | went to the
dance.. He was there
wo. We got to dancing--
| never did dance
much...I dida't care for
it...We danced a setl and
he asked il he could
take me home, and |
said, "Who's going to
take my car home? He
said, "I'll get it home."
And he did. Yes, we had
& nice life together... ve
wvorked logether.. ve
did things together.

| wenl 1o my sister in
Boerne,and I got
homesick She wouldn't
bring me home.... I gol
up one morning and
said,"I'm going
home!”.... She said, “No
you're notl”.... | said,
“Yes, 1l aml".. .SI-.E:
packed up my

and | went back--23
miles....




Allie Allsup

they'd gather them up
along the road.. Time
we gol Lo Medins, we
had a full car... going o
the movie.

BOOT: Do you
remember the first time
you went to the movies?

A A: VWell it wasin
Medins ...1 guess in
‘26...That'd be about
right. _.when they had
their first movie al
had & movie—-the old

tilent movies.

BOOT: Do you
remember what it was
called?

A A : Well Mr.
McBride ran it...old
Mec...McBride...and I
don't know what he
called it. | don't know,
bul anywsy we had &
movie, but then they
only showed it once 8
night.



BOOT: The same
movie?...or different

movies?

AA.: Oh.itdbe
different sach week.

BOOT: What wasil
like?...Was there
popcorn?

A.A: Ohyesh. You

could buy popcora
when you veatin.

BOOT: How much was
popcorn?

A A : . Nickleabag...
BOOT: Soda?...

A A : .. Nickle.. Candy
bar was a nickle.. There
wasa skating rink st
Medina wo...along
about Lhat lime.

When | wasa boy the
Angors goal was the
main source of
income.. preily well
I.hu.,.mrlhlli.
range program,
Angors was just about
the best livestock we
had then as far as from
the economical

‘standpoinl you

knov.. because Lhey
sold the mohair, and
then you could sell the
surplus gosts. There was
always a market for Lhe
Angors goaisin the
county when | vasa
boy...s lot more than
there is now.The

A A : The woll, the
eagle, bobcal, mountain
hardly any Angoras lefl
in Bandera County. The
predators have just
sboul run everybody
oul of the business....
I've had to put in a lot of
work killing some of

BOOT: Mouatain lions?

A.A.: That's
right...the mountain
goats, they'll kill s
whole buach st one
time, and then they'll
leave. They don't just
stay...They'll kill &
bunch and then they
leave for s while and
then they'll come back.

BOOT: They don't eal
them right sway?....

A.A.: Uh..they just
kill them. They don't
kill them to eat...they
kill them for meanness
...just kill them and
leave them. | had one
kill twenty-six gosisal
will stay and keep
killing...and | guess
they're the predalors
that will... over a period




predator because they'll
just stay and keep
killing. Eagle comes and
goes.. Lhe eagle comes
in here in the winter
and they'll kill the kids,
eal them in the spring,

and then they'll leave.
Then, they'll be gone all

come Lo kill animals and
then he'll kill s bunch
and then leave and go
on somewhere else or
£0 back o vhere he
came from.

BOOT: How big was the
biggest mouniain lion
you killed?

A A : Ahundred and
twenty-two pounds.

BOOT: How sbout
eagles? Did you kill
any eagles?

A A.: No, maybe |
dida't....

BOOT: Coyotes?....

BOOT: Which one is the
easiest o got?

A.A.: | guessthe
coyols is Lhe sasiest Lo
gol.. . mountain lions are
pretty hard o kill,

BOOT: Why were
coyoles easier 7

A A: Well there'sa
lot more of "em and you
gol mors ways Lo get
‘em. Them lions.. just go
oul and calch him with

dogs.. but
poison them.

BOOT: Poison?..how?
A A.: Pulpeison in
rlﬂ ot them eat

BOOT: What kind of
poison?....

A A : Strychnine....
and they'll pull a... they
haves thai they
call an M-44 that you
can put in the ground,
and they pull itand it
shools cyanide in their
mouth, and that'll kill
‘em. There's more than
one Way Lo get a coyols,
mouniain lion you just
have Lo happen to be
there and shool him or
run him down with
dogs.. which makesit .
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BOOT: Aren't you
alraid of losing any
dogs?....

A A.: Ohyeah. yeah.
You always lose dogs.
We have russian boars
o...That's another
predator | haven't told
you aboul.. always
losing dogs when you're
killing Russian boars
with them because
they'll kill your dogs.

BOOT: Russian boars
will attack goats?

A A : Theyeatthem...

BOOT: Estthem?

A A : Every bit of
them... bones and all.

BOOT: How would you
kill boars?

A A : Well..lusedio...
I had & pack of dogs. I'd
kill them with the dogs.
Now ['ve been using
.. been H::lll;.li“
with & Lrap door...
bait in there and Lthey
g0 in and you calch
them like thal . And
alotof Lhem.



BOOT: What kind of
snare?

A.A.: IU'sasteel cable,
small steel cable... with
s laich on it that when
you pull it...it wen't..
.it laiches one way, but
it voa't give back,
see...and they get it
around the neck and it
chokes them to death.
One time this old
boar..this Russianboar
was killing my goats. |
went out with my dogs
one night..We found
him..ran him down in
s canyon..and [ hads
shotgun and ...this'was
the first big boar I'd
ever uh.. stopped vith
my dogs. So | ventdown
there with s shotgun
and | would shoot him
and he would keep on
running..and | shot
him eight times and
that was all my

had & live hog! Aad
finally the dogs stopped
him and | realized I'd
shot both of hiseyesout
and he was blind... But
he was still alive.. Well,
I fnally got him down
and killed him with my
pocket knile.

BOOT: You don't
remember any wolves?

They'Il run
about five or
six hours
before they
stop....

A A : They'd jusirun
them... They re preity
hard to catch .. They
can run several hours.
Of course, if you have
dogs that can run that
long they caa finally
stop them. A coyole
runs sbout... they'll run
about five or six hours
before they stop.

BOOT: What aboul the

mountain lions... What
would they do?

A.A.: A mountain lion
doesa't run that long. If
you...if you got the dogs
that understand how to
run & lion. .. well, they'll
tree him in... probably
in an hour....

BOOT: You mean, put
him up in & tree?

A A.: Thet's e
right..put him up in s
tree. It's pretty hard to
gela mounisin lion. The
first time you
trees...when you gol
close, he'll smell
you...and well, he’ll
jump out and run

again...so you'll have to
tree him again.
Somelimes you Lree
them three Limes before

them, they don'l stay
there...they'll jump out
and run again... then
you Lree them Lhe




Winnie Hicks

started off in the
direction of Marble
Falls.... And in order Lo
come across Lhis place-
-it was a seep in the
hillside, | guess... But




Daddy always took an
axe and wore his old
clothes until we got past
this spol . because
invariably, unless
somebody had gone
ahead of us, he had Lo
get out and cul cedar
limbs and lay them in
the road in order o give
uunuugh traction..
.lhat we'd get across.
.50 you can think how
wonderful it was il you
could goeven a
hundred miles on &
train.. aad you never
would have gollen
fhere otherwise....

1 see these
things where.. oh, you
know..um, uh.. “Litte
House On The Prairie™ .

.where you see Lthem
going across... looking
all beautiful... Can you
think what a dusty mess
you were by Lhe Lime
you'd gotten thers in an
open wagon .. And il
was very difficult to go
somevhere.

| learned to
drive a Model Ton the

nn-hr-ﬂuﬂu
1 had the courage to
drive srovad the
courthouse in Lhe
middle of lown..There
were nol many kids
that.. I think | got lo
learn how Lo drive
sarlier than

All my
uncles took
Wild West

magazines..

you didn't have Lo have
adrivers license ... If
you could drive, you just

Ina those days, il
you had s flai, you got
out, jacked the vheel
up, took the tire off,
wok the lube out,

and I drove from San
Marcos o the ranch in
Blanco County...and in
the process we had 17
flats | And that wasa't
so unusual.... You
think, “Well, they must
have had bad tires...”
No. .everything.. You
know, tires dida't even
start (o compare vith
what they have
nov...And you can

Bul the roads were
bad..and a lire loday, as
thick as they are, you
could pick up a fairly
heavy nail without it
going all the way
through...But these
were mesquile Lhorns
mdlht_vrjunpmmlud
Lthose Lires.

1 remember my
first train ride.. We
went all the way {rom
Marble Falls to
Austin...That was the
first one...Andthen &
little later we got
bold.. Mother and
1...Daddy put us on the
train in Marble Falls
and we ook the Lrip Lo
Georgetown .. The train
had ...ub, velvet..
pluﬂl.“.vhhnryw
call it bright red
seals . and green
carpet, | remember that
so well...aand Lhe sleam
an.rlhllhltﬂi.nl
opersled Lthe heat
think...We went in the
summertime, but here
were Lhese beautiful
brass pipes thal ran
ri;llll.hnf the floor

guess they
were the radistors on
Ih-n....'.l‘hlu-qni
remember Lhal pipe so
well is because | had a
nev rolled-gold
knows vhat's become of
that... but I ook it off
my arm and dropped




it...and it fell behind
that pipe...and |
couldn’t get it

out... Finally, the
conductor came and got
down on his knees and
fished my bracelet
out... Bul it was very
exciling, riding on the
train.. And it wass
wonderful thing for the
people who made long
cattle drives.. Now, they
weren'l making Lhose
long drives when | was
a little girl, but they
had been when my
daddy was a little
boy...And he
remembered the first
time they drove cattie to
Liano and put them on
tAe cars wsthey
shipped them Lo

I guess.

E"’nillnn & ranch like
you didn't worry
aboul things.. The
neEVspapers only came
once a week, you
koow .. And it was
perfectly safe o leave
everything you had
right out in the

going to pick it up and
80 off with i.. . We dida't
even have screens
during the first

years_ Nobody had
screens.. | remember
one night.. way in the

night... Daddy picked....
uh.. .grabbed me out of
bed and started out with
me and [ thought 1
wonder what's going
on..." and Mother was
right behind ... What
was going on was the
dogs had chased a skunk
into the house.. and you
get askunk inside the
house and it's Lime o
get oul...you know... 71l
..|lsughs]....

Living out on & ranch
You read everything
You gol your hands
on...People say,
hﬂ....'gl:n‘lltr::ur
child read this .. It will
ruin their morals or it
T

vo .| lnughs]....
but | mm'::
never stopped me from
r-diql,..hmn I just
loved it... I dida't have

- much else W do.. living

out there...and all my
uncles wok Fi/d Fest
magazines.. They were
racy language in it and
all sorts of bawdy

::l.lm,.lm there
Chespness, Therewers
aotding 7ilihy you.-
Iooied e ot aat
don’t think it

believe--1 think it kept
me oul of some
mischiel ...

| was loo young
to be really concerned
about the war... bul two
of my uncles were in
France with the
Army.. and |

remember..one

grandmother rode side
saddle on this old horse
over to our house on the
morning that the
armistice for World War
| was declared. Early in
the morning we sav my
grandmother coming.
and Mother said "1
wonder what's
happened...”, ‘cause she
didn't...she wouldn't be
coming this time of

day .. just aboul
sunrise. . And as soon &
she got close enough
for us to catch her voice
she called to us, The
war is over |..The war 18
over |...". And this was




Ola Fleenor

BOOT: Were Limes
betler or worse in those
days?

0.F.: Well we thought
they was [ine in those
days...We just thought
they was fine. People
lived at home ... They
planted Lheir gardens
and they had hogs in 'l
4 the pen,and they
butchered their hogs in
the vinter and we made
and hams and
all those kind of
things..and we raised &
garden and raised all
our vegetables, like
peas and beans and
things like that_and .
we dried them and we
ate those during the
wintertime and Lhere
was alvays plenty of
food in the house...We
had lots of milk and

G ——— e ——
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BOOT:
you have o do when
you were a child?

¥hat chores did

0.F.: Wellltell you...
Fhunn-hm
rom school one
of us childre :'El
chore o do... and my
chore was o walsr Lhe
garden My brothers--|
had one sister but she
WAS just eight years
younger than [ was, so
she was wo litle o do
things... But | watered
Lthe garden. The boys
fod the hogs and the
boys milked the cows,
:::lhn':m:hmh

BOOT: Did you ever
have & pet you were
fond of 7

OF.: lcan'tsaythatl

Mr.Fleenor: | thought
;:HLI* donkey was your

O.F.: Ifyou call thats
pet! | rode the donkey Lo
school, and if you waat
to call it a pet, then that
o Loty

‘L respond just like
he always ought to
respond... When he
waanled Lo get rid of me,
he downed his head and
Ols went over
. lsughs]...

Boot: What did people
do on their dates?

0.F: Well,l el
you...they'd drive Lo
each other's house and
have a singin'. Most all
the neighbors had
either & piano or organ,
wnd somebody could

always play...so they'd
gather sl those houses

vhere they had a piano
or organ, and sing.

BOOT: Did you lind it
difficult when you first
wenloul on your own?

0.F.: Never..I've
always fell secure... |
was taught

care of myself because |
was laught it from little
up....

BOOT: What's the most
valuable possession you
ever had?

0.F : Well when | was
grovwing up...when |
was a little girl, my dolls
wvere my greatest
possession . | just loved
my dolls, and | wasa
greai hand o play
dolls... but of course
after I got larger and
able.. strong enough
and old enough to do
wvork.. vhy...I laid my
dolis aside. Outside of
that, | can’'t remember
of ever having ~
anything valusb
...axcept my dolls.
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BOOT: What do you
think was the biggest
job you ever had?

0.F.: Well lel's

see... What would |
say?... ldon’t know. We
never did...ve never
did look atour vorkass
chore...or hard....
Anything we had to do,
ve wenl shout it happy
sbout it..with
enlhusiasm and | can't
remember of any hard
thing I had o do....

BOOT: Do you
remember any

inleresting experience
you had st the river?

0.F: VYes. lhad . At
one Ume Lthal river got
on ariss. . The Medina
River goton & rise and
it was so high that they
wouldn't cross it
horseback, because it
wasn'tL sale o cross it
horseback.. And it kept
on staying that
way...and wouldn't go
down, and wouldn't go
down.. Andl had.. 1
was the one that had lo
g0 to town, and [ went
on horseback....And
they had a swinging
across the river,
and | had to do all the
shopping...and the
shopping I did, | carried
it all home on the horse.

BOOT: Do you like the
snow?

0.F.: l.Thisisthe
first year that | could
really ssy that | enjoyed
snow, because when It
used Lo snow when we
were ranching we had
to get out and get the
the lambs in...and the
pev-boru calves..and
put them under
shelter.... 50 we vere
always busy when it
snowed...\aking care of
them...

BOOT: Can you tell us
vhata smoltebouse
is?

0.F.: Well wedon't
have smokehouses any

alwvays used to have a
smokehouse, but people
don't cure their meal
now like they did.. They
pul it in Lthe deep-
rruﬂ....!._uhhnu!
is & small building... it 8
not Wo large because
it's harder to smoks il in
& big than itisin
. place...IU'sa
small building, and it
doesa 't have any
windows in it. It has
doors in it 8o you can
get in and out, but it's
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have your meal
hanging up..and
smoking your meat like
that, you just let it
smoke all the time. It
don't blaze... 1t shouldn't
blaze, because il gels
the meal o hot...You
keep it smoking all the
time...I've had o walch
a smokepol many a day
mysell... o see Lhat it
didn't blaze....

0.F.: Yeah.. We made
jerky all the

Lime... People would kill
venison ... deer.. and
thal was the kind of
meal Lhal they made
jerky outof .. We put it
out on the clothesline,
and letit lrr‘:‘put sall
and pepper

cornmeal on it and put
it oul...and let it stay
there untl it
dried...and that in the
really hot part of the




BOOT: Did you have the
musiang grapes?

0.F.: Ohyes. . weused
Lo put those up... We'd
can them... We'd can
musiang grapes vhen
Lthey were green. I you
gel them ai & cortain
age..why..ihe seed in
them isa't hard, and
we'd can them and make
green grape pies...
'lhnl'nunﬂn;
up...

Yw-t rﬂnlmon
the range ve ran across
alotof snakes and |
don’t think I've known
but one rattlesnake Lo
getaway from us_. My
brother used Lo teach
me how o stop &
raitlesnake. | always
carried a rope on the
horn of my saddle while
I was riding.. You lake
thst rope and hit them
on the back with that
rope aad that will stop
them. That will kind of
paralyze Lhem and stop
them . and thea you
can--if you have & gun,
You caa shoot them...or
if you have rocks, you
can kill them I killed
all of mine with rocks....
and | let oae got
avey.. .

LEEE bbb EEbbbbbb ik b

Mack Joiner

Alter 1 ll':' up, | il
worked for a neighbor,
two boys. Ed and Gene,
one , Laurs. |
worked for $15.00 per
month. On one occasion




MEDINA RIVER

VEST PRONG

| can remember Mr.
Hinds telling his wife |
don’t like Lthe turkey
buyers price, so [ will
buy turkeys.” All
neighbors raised a few
turkeys to sell. So Mr.
Hinds paid one cent s
pound more for
wrkeys--if he came
after them--and two
cents a pound if they
brought them to
him .. Me and the two
boys herded urkeys
and when il came lime
o sell . the buyer came
over from Kerrville and
had to have them
delivered.. There was
no truck Lransportalion
20 there had o be a
turkey drive. We had
several hundred
turkeys on the road... |
can remember the first
night we had. .. around
sunsel the lurkeys
stopped for the night
and tree for s
balf mile had turkeys in

MEDINA

WINANS (REEK

il. Next morning we had
quile a lime gelling
them all together...and
wenton into Kerrville.
When Mr. Hinds got to
city limits the Law
department closed the
streel and we mt:a
right through to
packing plaat which
was al the old depot....

I¥ILEGE

SAN JULIAN CREEX
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corn o feed Lthe hogs 3
and had enough lefl
over--il was & wagon
load, 50 we went down
there. And when we gol
almost to Hondo,

well... here come his
uncle in a little car. It
was the cutest thing-- it
was red and it dida't
have any doorson it ,
but it had brass lights
and .. the fanciest
thing you ever

saw._.. And he showed me
how to blow the hora
and he vanted (o lake
me to town with him.. I
didn’t want to go, but |
wouldn't dare say |
dida't want to ride with
Uncle Walter... And [ got
in the car and left Joe
out there on the road ...
And we were going W
spend the night with
Uncle Walter because
we couldn't makeitins
day ...t ook two

days.. And Uncle Walter
took me Lo the ice cream
pariour... and Mr.
Lacey was in there...
And he introduced me o
Mr. Lacey That was his
wife's father.. And |
ealing ice cream and

R




talking o Mr. Lacey.

Anyhow.. Joe....
When. . Finally when
we got together he
said...uh...

Did you taow you
Wars lalkin 1o ope of
the richest men /o
Medina Covnty?. ..
I said,
08 Ne /...
| said ,
No, Ididal.. Ne
tellina " what [ toid
bim...|
And I said,
Aaybow, I dida 't
especially want to
&t off of the wagon
aad Jeave you.. Fhy
did Uancle Falter
come ovi there?....
And he said,
Fell. . you'rea
bride.. and Uncle
Faiter was ashamed
for my bride to come
Lthrough town in &
wagon. ...
..llsughing] ...And to
me, you know, | thought
il wasa great thing....
But it wasa't ... Tothe
grown people that was
awful you know... So
Uncle Walter, bless
much... He took me inlo
lown in style....

And vhen we
went back, well.... joe
showed me Peach Tree
Mountain ... And he said
that they drove caltle —
on horseback, you

And his papa would
have o go on farther. ..
And he was just a little
boy, and was Loo young
to take a longer trip
than Hondo.. And he'd
tell him,

Now Joe... You Lkeep
that mouvnisia in
froatof you.. If
say road turas off
or aayihing--well,
you take the road or
the trail thai goes
straight to thai
mouvanialn.. saad you
woa | gel

fost... ‘cause (Bai's
Poach Tree
Mouvantain and it's
the bighest
movatain in Medins
Covatly ... Aad so youv
de [hai....

And so Joe said he never
got lost and he said,

] want pou to walch
the mouvaniain
aow...andit'’s
a/ways ia the middle
of the road....

m-ﬂlﬁlllﬂi‘l

the mud. And then it got
kinds stuck and | dida't
koow what to do, aad |
said, :
Here, you take it.
And he said,

Ne, you've got lo
drive it ovi....
And I said,

lTcaa't!l..
And , ub .. the motor
died. _

I cannot drive this
carovt!

('Cause | had tried....)
And he said,

Fell, you're goans
drive it ovl....

I said, :
Joe, I'm not...I'm
Jonns get ouis
Aere....

_.¥Well, the thing about
it ... the T Model Fard
dido't have a door, you

uh..Itried to get over
that door and he held
me under the wheel....
And I tried....I always
thought, you knovw...
He can 't hold me.
I'm gonas get owt /
Well. listen.. .He

l"tﬂ .we Il just siay
bore all aight.../
And he says,

Fe sure rfﬂ--ﬂ' re
Jonns

drive Lhis




car....
..|lsughing] ... And |
thought,

Now this is what be

meanli....

We'll just stay
here all night!

Because that happened
preity soon afler we
were married.. And so [
did.. 1 don’t know how |
linally got the thing
staried and give it
enough gas, or
something... you know
it was hard to sticka T
-real little tires and
were real high off the
ground.. And it was
hard o stick ‘'em_. And
when I did the right
thing, well I got out...!
And | told him
later. It wasn't that
night ... [lsughing]...
Mluﬂimllhr 1
saud,

,.-r'--‘.-- . _-
*""i

e 1 "'"'tl

You kaow, | was
makin'vp my miand,
L'l pever try 1o
drive this car
sagain.. And I'm
through with it /
And ] said,

You'd 've bad s bard
time makin' me goi
back vader that
whee!. ..

But after [ drove it out
of there, well....it didn"t
take me long.. . 'cause |
had w ake Margaret....
afler she was goin' o
school .... 1o Bandera
ever Monday mornin’,
And | built & road o
Bandera . [laughing)...
The mud |... You cannot
Lllil.lllhnlhlplhn-
tracks would get. And [
would get rocks.. flat
rocks. and jack it up,
and put those things
there.. and | had all
Lthose good deep mud
inlﬂ:umll I'm

siayed there.. and you
could gel through
there.... But it look a
long time... But my
patience, there's no end
it when | was havin
a hard Lime getlin’ her
lo school... and Lthen
when I'd go home, well
I'd work a little
longer....

s f‘ﬁ“
7 & # 52 ; |
J Jj' !

We finally got an
icebox...And he'd goto

Bandera and gela
hundred pounds of
ice.. wouldn't last but
three days.. We'd put il
in that icebox...Oh!...
That was the greatest
thing...And in the
summertime joe loved
icedtea... | think that's
why it didn't last
Innl llaughingl....

"T'F' J ‘1.:-
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Ann Pue

Ann Pue was raised in
Pennsylvania Her
acquaintance with
rural life in Texas
began after she married
& man who [armed near
Tarpley. Here, she
recalls one episode in
her siruggle io become
s good homemaker in
the Texas Hill Country.

We were married in
Hondo and come out,
and Dick bought some
bread in Hondo. Well.
when the bread ran out
1 dida’t know how Lo
bake bread | never
cooked. | never did
anything like that. My
mother never let us
cook. I'd never even
washed s dish in my
life Well sayway,
(laughs)... snywsy. I
says, "Do you have &
cookbook 7" .. and he
sys, “Yes, | have
one.”.. and [ said “I'Ul
bake some bread.”.. and
| says. “Do you have any
yeasi?" . and he said
no..and I said “Vell,
my mother always had
yeast Lo put in her
bread.” ... Well he was

| didn't know she
let it rise before she
put it in the oven !

shearing...he and
another man were
e e o
sheepan
iﬂ:.ull-il,“lﬂl-
1think I'll go o
Tarpley--dowan to the

some .. He ssys.” lihlll't
think you'll got any... |
don't think they keep |

it.

| said, "Well, how do
they make bread if they
don’t have
yeasi?"..."Well, I think




they make their
own...make their own
yeast®. . Andsel
started, | said, "I'm
going down and see.” ...
So | started from here
and just as | was leaving
my husband says—it
was October, you know,
and it was aflter three
dry years—he says, “Be
careful.. uh, that you
don'tgelupona
snakel". . .anduh .0l
started down, and you
know-—-afler Lthree dry

years—right--and you
know the kind of roads
they had at that
ime.. . just like out in
the woods and all .. with
dead brush out
saything was rattling--
you know , in the
bushes—1'd run back,
you know, and I'd stand
there...and then ['d
think about Lthat yeast,
and I'd go up there res-
Fl-lslow. . and I'd get to
the place where that
rattle was, and I'd dash
by that..and by the
ume [ got to Tarpley |
was 1

was s healthy
I just ran back and

down there. | didn't get
home until six--doing
the same thing--but
alter | got down there |
asked him.. .| said I'd
like & package of
yeast.... He looked at me
so funny (laughs)... He
says, “We don't keep
Yeast, but my wile

makes her own yeast™ ...

| said, “She does? ...and
I -.ili"lilllhnll. me
some? ... He says, “Well,
Tl soe her™.. So he
come and he brought

me oul & yeast caks. oh,

abig thing.... (with
hands apart) . about

let it rise before she pul
it in the oven! |
remember sometimes
playing out ia the ysrd
1 would soe her look in
there and see it rising
before she C
froat of it, you
know..and it would get
a little tan, and she
would cover it and
feave it to bake for 0
hour...uh, so I mixe
the bread like it said.....

mized it, l-.‘:nu i-l:"
loaves. | put it 100
oven—and it just baked-
-but it didn't rise. It WS
jus like—1 can't tell you

inside... it was swiull
Dick’'s hogs wouldn't est

itl.... (lsughs)...



Judd Clark

Now just like you
girls .. you go to school
here and you've
probably got a little
sweetheart that during
noonlime, vhen il's
your playtime, you
might get together and
amooch a little or
something you
know. Why .. .that, now
that . no, they woulda't
allow that.. No, that
wasa Lallowed gf
all. Neo, No... And
they knowed beller oo,
Doggone, people
knowed betler... cause
when parents talked to
them they'd tell the
girls and boys things
you know .. what they'd
betier do and not do.
They told them to do it
and they done it. Dida't
have 0 spank bul one
time... and if they dida't
do it. Doggone. they'd
Bets vhippingands
.Mmm...-‘“-.,h ]“‘ Hﬁﬂh

Vhat they done then, leave that house. And vould just g
but what they don't do when they played Lhe “"-11'- sal ey
now ._is let the boys boys had lo play on one mtmumm.u
and girls play together. side of Lthe house and boys. We was r e
And they couldn’t go the girls on their side. vay. Ve _“il'. and
novhere al noonlime And they wasa't aboul liko that e
either. They couldn't 1o get logether. Girls going o ks That...

4b




| don't know what it'd
be worth.... bul you take
it for what it's worth,
but you never heard of
adivorce... It'd be
maybe a divorce every
twenty or 30 years...I'd
say one oul of Lten
thousand people. Here
in Banders county..l
can't remember, but
about....l believe one
divorce in my whole
life out there when |
growed up. . Gosh wasa'l
that something....

And vomen was safe
They'd go clear to San
Antonio there.... and my
daddy, he'd go with ox
wagons..old ox wagons
to San Antonio.. and
gosh, if they'd see a
wvoman valking.. why
she gol just as good &
care now il she. asif
her own daddy was with
her and her brothers
and sisters... Boy. she
was safe She wasn'l
killed like now.

San Antonio was just
a little bitty old town ..
about as big as Kerrville
isnov._heh  andwe'd
g0 there and we'd shop
you know.. We'd take
two days o go down and
two days Lo come
back And there wasan
old Irishman .. and |
forget his name. but
they'd go to his house
the first night. and stay
all night. See, they'd go

to somebody s house and
vh... they d [ced them
and put them to bed ..
and give them the best
to eal . and that's the
way il wasthen. Now
they don't .. Heck. you
can t gel out here and
and anyone let you go
for nothing and
everything. Then il
wouldn'l cost you s
nickle.

You never heard ‘\ {
of a divorce..

- k

My daddy, he'd go Lo
San Antonio and one
ume he wenl down and
that old [rishman, |
remember him . .| was
awlul young. but |
remember his old red
face. and red
hair. doggone, big old
fellow.. and he had
aboul lwelve or
fourieen children, and
every one girls.. pretty
girls.. all blondes.. that
was something. . and
wvhen they'd get
married, they'd give
Lthem a piece of land and
80 out and they'd just
build & house course
the neighbors helped
them They didn't hire
..1hey just all--the
neighbors, you know--
would go ahead and
build the vhole house,

238 0
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and wouldn't chargea
nickle...The man that
was having it done_ hed
feed them, or the
parents would, you
know. anyway.... Andy.
he called my
daddy ... That was his
first name, Andy ... and
my daddy said 50

you ve got a big family
of giris here..."

"Oh, yes, there's no
boys.. they're all
girls. " he says, The
devil owed me s grudge
and paid me off in son
in laws!”




My daddy kept

. hearing about

picked up sticks and
wood.. things like that
to start s little fire, and
they would warm their
coffee st night. We'd
cook on a little camp
fire...and one night
ﬂm“lﬂtﬂl‘l
and during this big
siorm everything gol

morning there was no
chance (o build & fire to
cook breakfast, and my
dad and momma thought
they had to have Lheir
coffee whether they
had anything else or

We left Sydaey, lowain  twenty-five miless day cooked
August of 1920, and ve or somevhere ::;'::::“
loaded up in this vagon. thereaboul . then we
My daddy fixeditvery  would stop st night and
comfortably, and we we wvould just sleep 1D
lived...we slept in the the wagon...and ve
wagon, bul on springs
and matiress every
night.... And the horses
names were Mable and
Nelly, and one vasa
Year younger than me,
and one was & year
older Lhan me. We

traveled twveaty,

-----
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So we came on and on
and we got as far as San
Marcos, and we siayed
ten days sl San Marcos
feeling not too well She
happened to be
pregnani . and she
decided Lhat she was
going to have to
slop...she was going to
have o stop somewhere
because she was getling
oo uncomloriable, and
kol s vega s
oul

she would like.. 50
anyway, Dad found &
house and it was up vest
of the Normal Building
And 80 we lived Lthere
then and my daddy
would go o own. Way
back then.... you
couldn’'t imagine San
Marcos as being & small

post and they had
benches outside the

some of the older guys
would gather Lhere and
wail lor the mail... and
they sal there on this
bench. And my daddy
h-nllhhu:m
lalking shout Banders
all the time. It was
Bandera. .50 he linally
asked this man sbout
Bandera. It sounded so
interestin g with all his
tales he vould tell about
il and his two nephews
lived in Banders and
ran the Texaco filling
station. Well, my daddy
kept hearing sbout
Banders and then my
Aunt Mary , who lived
in San Antonio, came W
slay with us in San
Marcos untl Christine
wasborn...and Aunt
Mary vas one of Lhose
kind of people that
everybody loved... So
Aunt Mary ssid, “I'll tall
you what--if you will go
sow, I'll go with you
and we'll check on
Banders and see if you

like ii." And so they
did.. They gol on the
bus and they came W
Bandera. And my daddy
fell in love with
Bandera. Well, Mr. L.E
Adamietz, who is dead
now, mel them in
church this Sundsy
they were Lhere.. and
then he took them in
the car--picked them up
sl the hotel, and drove
all around Banders--
showed Lthem
different.. showed them
the own...Then he
showed them Lhe
different parts of the
countryside. Well that
was in February... and
on the tenth day of May,
1921 we gol here...And
I've been here ever

RS Q

1 think the youth loday-
-they have a greal
advantage...if they'll
just lake it....And | hope
they do....

Rebecca Lamgford



Shown with her husband Fabian Anderwald.

We raised cane and
made sorghum
molasses... made our
own syrup...You pul the
cane through a mill .
~you mash the cane,
and you keep the

juice. and thea you
cook it. One lime my
brother and my two
sistersand [ got w--we
was cookin' a big vat of
it --and we gol W
playin’ & game of
baseball .. And first

thing you know, we had
molasses candy”

laughing)...ALL TEN
GALLONS... MOLASSES
CANDY |

Ve girls vorked just
like boys... Ve fed the
stock, and got in
wood... did the washin’
and carried water [rom
the spring...One Lime
when we were hauling
in hay.. We was about
fourieen...my brother

was aboul eighteen... |
was up on the stack sad
my brother was dowa
underneath throwing
up to me... My sister vas
workin’' the mule with
the rake. bringin’ itup
to us... And he said,
Faanie ! Come

on/. . Get in &
Aurry!

and he poked that ol’
mule with a pitchfork,
and that mule took ofl
like a streak of




llaughing)...when she
linally brought that
mule back up there.. il
she didn't give him a
cussin out |....
Our neighbors over
across Lhe mountain
were the Johnsons, that
lived over at Medina.
Sometime we'd get on
our horses and ride
over there.. Theyall
was..They were
lnﬂull'[hnmu
play anything. .And
ﬂ'drihﬂulhmud
wve'ddanceup s
storm... They could a//
sing ... One of the girls
:;ndmmun
the boy played the
fiddle... and one the
guitar __And one of the
girls did the singin'. 1
guess it was the songs
that they got from the
Grand O Opry. 'cause

lruuhhunlhlu
plant, and he hada
radio... And on
lllhlﬂlﬂup there
:.Iﬂlilllmthlﬂﬂﬂ

somebody said,
Hey ! They got

married
BAouvse/
And ﬂ!uj' were already

..And
mrrhdr took off
running o the
bouse...And they got up
Lo the house and the
preacher had already
married them |..
llsughing).. Now
wasn'L Lthal a dirty
Lrick?....

& the

We were lucky | guess,
during the depression....
We raised all of our own
food, and we dida'L mind
ealin’ squirrels and
rabbits...and gatherin’
pecans and grapes and
plums and cherries...
and things like that--to
make jelly with...We
had fruit to putupud
we dried things. . That's
when we had fresh
fruit. We'd can some of
the things, but mestof
the Lime we dried

everything....




Clif Waterman
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-r - : -' ?"" :\*“' Y |

Being a kid 1 didn't
really care much sbout
goiag to church or
Sunday school, but they
kinda had usovera
barrel, because back in
those days you dida't
have anything to do.
They had one movie
house over there in
Boerne, and it only had
movies on Saturday
night.. But the only
other kind of recreation
you had if you wanted o
we buys and girls your

v had Lo go W church
and Sunday school. So |
belonged o the B-Y-P-
U, which is the Baptisi's
young folks group you
know... Uk, B-Y-P..uh,
we always called it
Jm.:rnﬁwﬂtlnnl: .
Up..llaughing)...1 can
nitﬂhtr what it stood
for.. Baplist Youil
something or
other. And then the
Methodists had a group

of young people, and,
like | say, they had us

Methodists had
and Sunday school and
the Hlpl.!ﬂ ﬁﬂ.ﬂ,
E: Methodist church
and then .. the next
Sunday, the Baptists had
r:hurcl.::d the

resd- dida't and s0
the Methodists would all
come up lo the
church....



My favorite past-lime
was reading .| learned
how Lo read in the first
grade, but that dida't
slow me down any.. I've

down from the
couldn’t see very well.

There was & lot of
discombuberalin’

things back in those
days.... Of course you
don’t understand it now,
but htkinhﬁn
my grandmother
wouldn't let me start to
school in the
wvinlertime without |
had a bag of

LIRLIORIRQ

! | never really thought about old
people .. and that they were differentor
anything. . just that they wereold. |
never really thought aboul desag old
either...

life..! And it was
supposed (o ward off all
the germs| ... Well, it did
A preitygoodjob, ‘cause

Melissa Dickerson

J LA L

In the winter | seen

there wasa't nobody the Medina River freeze
that'd get within a over Lo where wagon
hundred yards of you ! and team could drive
..|lsughing)... But you over without breaking
know how we got the ice...and during the
around that?. [t wasa't seven year drought the
only me... it was a//the river was dry [rom
kids Ve stoppedata Medina Lo Banders
culvert halfway up to several Limes....
the schoolhouse--we'd Mack Jeiner
pull ‘em off and stick
‘em under there. ,JD @3 ﬂ &v
And then, long sbout
evening, we'd come
back , and we'd put ‘'em
backon.. [laugh’
——
-‘*' e
i bt i i



I lived on & farm, and
wve dida't have any
lelevision nor radio ..
nothing like that .. We
vorked. had peanuls....
wve gathered peanuts. .
and had chickens . we
gathered the eggs.. and
just played with our
neighbors. We had
swings we could swing

With Yesenia Benitez.

under the pin oak Lrees
and go to church and
Sunday school... And the
school wasn't very
long... somelimes we
just had 1o go in the
summertime. . They
didn't have enough
money Lo have it all the
lime, you knovw.. We'd
carry waier from the

1+ % )

spring....up sbout a
quarter of & mile to the
house..to drink.. and
then we had Lo wash
down by the creek
where Lhe valer
was_and hang the
clothes on the bushes o
dry...Ne had » big

wash pot to wash--1o bail
them in.. We'd walk to




school... It was two miles
to walk o school.

Our parents
treated us very good....
However, Lhey were
strict.. They always saw
that we associated with
the children they knew
was good and nice and
they directed whatever
we did . and wanted us
to be...you know...
honest and tell the
truth. They always
laught us to be friends
o everybody ... They
respecled us and we

When we were little,
people used Lo kneel
down by the benches
you know.. . They'd
kneel down when
they'd pray...1n the
summeriime they'd
have & revival you
know. . and they would
have & big arbor and
people would gather
uader that arbor .. and
they'd sing and have s
big time. ... ‘dputa
paletis on the ground
and the little ones would
sit on the pallet and

One ime when [ wasa

the wesi--kind of &
golden black cloud...
and il wasa big
hailstorm came and it
broke out all of our
vindows.. and killed
the chickens. . and the
Lrees . and killed the
sheep... and ruined--it
ruined the roof of the
house and broke all Lthe
dishes on the dining
room table. Thali wasa
terrible storm of
hailstones as big as
goose eggs!.. Oh!The
damagel . All the roof
was gone and all the
crop was gone.. The
corn and everything
was beat to the ground.
Nothing was left .. the
the leaves of Lhe Lrees
Was gone and
everything was beat Lo
death! All the dishes
were broken and all the
windows.. and

everything vas ruined|

We'd sit
outside and
eat duck....

| taught school one
place ... | had 3
pupils... one
teacher .. uh huh.. first
through the eighth
grade . Itsure keptus
busy...And then | had o

walk two and a half
miles to teach one place
down at the lake.. and
uh, it was in the mud,
you know...And one of
the Dugosh boys... He
was old and he would
ride a donkey... and the
two sisters and his
brother and [ would
walk and he'd run us
into the cedar brush
and we'd get it all in
our hair...and we didn't
like that much... But it
was on Lhe lake and the
people would kill the
ducks, you know. People
would come out and kill
the ducks and we'd eat
the ducks...Yeah, they'd
boil them in & big
washpot... You've seen
those big washpols....
They'd boil the ducks in
that and we'd sit outside
and eat duck...and we
enjoyed it because ve
were sitarved . We were
hungry from walking!

N/
N ;ﬁi}'




| had an old Mexican
man Lhal used o work
for me. | had a lot of
hands that worked . but
alter the boys got older
and went off to college |
just had this old man
that worked for me
tventy years.. And he
used Lo trap . We'd go
down o the ranch and
sel steel Lraps .. Did you
ever see anybody sela
Lrap?

We'd set the
traps and you'd set bail
o0 ‘em you knov.. like
maybe sardinesor killa
bird you know, and pul
iton the trap.. And put
itback in place.. We'd
talch raccoons... or
calch ringlails...A
ringtail looks like a
coon...It's a little
smaller, but its tail is so
preity . and long and
fuffy._ and it's got
rings all around
it Kkinda yellow and
lllfl?r;:lld yellow.. And

s preity... We had
all kinds of ... rin gtails
::‘:Nﬂl:lnlmd

--and everythin
like that.. And see, ui*d
skin ‘em you know, and
we'd sell Lthe hide. . and

L money out of that...

ringlails used Lo be
an awlul good price....

Veused to have hay
plant oats you know

And then in the spring
people had the
thrashers and they'd
cul the oats you know,
and had all the oals
piled up, brought them
out here on Lhe hill and
then Lo thrash the oals
all the people would
come...The thrasher'd
be pulled by horses, and
they'd thrash the cats
and the oals would come
oul and they'd sack the
oals and stack the hay
in & big haystack out
there for Lthe covs Lo eal
through the winter, and
then we had to feed
them.. We'd make o
long table oulside, and
have to cook for two or
three days lo feed the
men Lhat come o thrash
the oats outof the

hay ..And wve made a lot
of lood

Sack the oats,
and stack the

hay !

1 lost my husband when
| wasyoung.. That was
edrs ago in
ﬁ;.,..h.:l.hnn I had o
go ahead and send the
two younger boys Lo
college...And | had o
work.. | rode horseback
al the ranch and I had
“hands” you kaow .1
U“ﬂh“ﬂ' then! | was
too busy lo...you
kaow...l had lo carry
on . | knew they had o

live....

h‘@\h ’2_. :

:":'hu :




Frank Anderwald
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There was always short
range and hard winlers,
but mobair was ala
prelty good price.. and
we usually had a charge
gccounl al Boyle's store,
We lived [rom one goal
shearin’ to another....

It was & lot better back
then... We didn't have
all the thsings we have
now, bul we were happy
because we didn't faow
about all those things....

There wasn'lL as much
money around.. We
wore patched britches
and mother would patch
‘em on her machine....
and shoes thal ran
over..One of the things
that | vanted when |
was a boy was a pair of
boots--cowboy bools.. .
In those days we wore
leather shoes.. Ve
didn't have all these
canvas shoes and these
high-priced boots and
everything ...

Anyhow, my... [olks
didn't have the money
to buy them.. So | wore
my Dad's bools and
they'd come up to my
hips--whenever he'd
have an old pair, why...
I'd end up wearin’
those.. Butl wasa
leenager before 1 gol
my [irst pair of boots!



Atthat Lime, my mother
cooked on a woodslove ...
did all the cooking.. 50
that meant LA ree [fires
or keepin’ £bhas fire
goin'. And we cul
Spanish oak--Spanish
oak wood--"cause it
splits easy . And we had
i sav vith a gasoline
motor,... Thev called ‘em

Fuller and Jobasen's

It ran & saw with a belt
and my dad....I'd bring
the wood Lo him and
he'd put it on a table,
sawv it inw lengths and
we'd have o split it.
We'd have to split great
piles of wood for
cooking and also for the
fireplace... for heat.

When [ was in school
the game we used Lo
play was Fox and
Houad We'd get oul al
recess and somebody'd.
.. either I'd be a fox and
the rest of ‘em would be
hounds.... or...] used Lo
like to do that ... ‘cause
they never could calch
me when I'd take ofT.
Ve'd run all over Lhe
hills out there in that
hill country...Another
thing we used o do
during recess--Mr.
Harry Clark used Lo
have & garden, and we'd
go out there and pull up
his shallots--those

little ... well, they re
called shaflots theyre
a little green onion....
And we'd go in the
house and gel some
bread and make &
sandwichl... Course he'd
be out workin'
somewhere .1l he reads
this he might
remember iL...I don’t
think we ever told him
about thal...

a1

In those days people
mel as communilies....
We had all these areas
around here... There
were Lhese one-room
schools and the people
were slill communities..
They didn't come Lo
town as much as they do
now...] think the old
Peach Tree schoolhouse
is still standing. . over
on the Middle Verde .1
think it's full of bay....

There was lots of
rattlesnakes on this
raach that we lived
on...Aad my dad carried
1 23-20 Vinchester rifle
io shoot the things...
And they'd be oul
summer and wialer....

Someiime in the
vintertime they'd get so
cold and you'd run over
‘em on horseback and
they'd just roll like &
ball |.. But we used to




BOOT: How did you get
through the droughts?

and our et bacon and
thal was the way we got
through . all of that. It
didn 't take oo much
back there like it does
nowadays. .. Nowadays s

drought hits you and it
alfects

thing.. Back in those
days...why, we could
keep our ol work
horses alive and carry
our cora to town..
.There wasan ol man
by name of uh... "0l
Man" Tate had & grist
mill down there in

town. He'd grind your
corn, and he'd take so
much out of it ... if you
had & bushel of
corn..why, he'd take &
certain percentage for
the grindin’... We'd
come back home and eat
thai cornbread ... and
we had our milk cows ..
.beans.. which was
pretty good.. Then we
didn't have near the
deer we have now...we
coulda't have the deer
meal like we have now.
Shucks, | was a big ol’
kid before | #ver seen
adeer. And| was
raised up here in the
hills |... Me an’ my
grandpaw slipped back
on the ol’ Hildebrandt
ranch one time...one
fall... we was going to go
huntin’ ... and we was
walkin’ along s Little ol’
ravine and three litlle
ol' yearlin' deer jumped
upan’' [ hollered at
him--1 said, “Look st th’
wolves I"...1 thought
they wvas wolves |
..|lsughs).  I'd seen o
lol more wolves than |
had. 1'd never seen &
deer ... Coyoles--1'd seen
them. an’ | thought
thal's what they

was.. Thatol' man eat
me oul for twenly
minutes ‘cause | didn't
know what a deer
was.. [lsughs)...



BOOT: Can you tell us
shout Main Street back
in those days?

JN.: Yep.lcan
remember it mighty
well... way back there
around 1910.. It was..

| named im
afterol
Keomuku...

you'd have somethin’ to
do... But with a stranger
he'd always.. man, he
throwved me three Limes
back here one day .an
ever’ Lime he throwed
me he Lhrew me
higher.... and with
those bridle reins I'd
come back an’ I'd land
in th’ saddle... | got..an’
it sounds like it is
, but it

wasn't... He throwed me
plumb ouls that saddle
three Limes on Lhe side
o' the hill .. but ever'
time |'d come down I'd
be landin’ in the saddle.
Vell . he Maally

lened up and
that was the last Lime he




would end along in

April when you had to

g0 Aoecollon.. In those
days they chopped (Lhe
colten, %o the plants
would be just about a

foot apart you know....
They'd plant thick and
then you'd have to go
along and thin it out....

A hoe was in our
hands all the tume...
Every kid had a hoe...No
tractors--all teams:
horses. mules... We only
had draft horses... You
know what | mean?..

.. just to pull the plows
and the wagons.... or
vhatever.. Ve didn't
have any saddle horses.
If we had to get the
stock in from way
behind the mountain,
wve wenl on fool.

Ve did all
handwork.. My dad had |
a riding plow. & riding
planter and a riding
cultivator. The
cultivalor you used Lo
plow your cora or milo |
or colton ... Bul a lot of '
them were still va/dia’
plows. .



BOOT: You said you
broke your leg... How'd
that happen?

¥.5.: Oh..]wasabout
six years old and was
opening a gate...and
the gate was off the
hinges, and | didn't
know it....It fell over on
me and all the cattle
ventover the gate .|
cried... [laughing)...

The first sutomobile 1
remember, | was justs
little kid.... It came down
the road... and uh, it
Was kinda like a one
cylinder motor I
Buess. Amananda
voman sitlin' up
there . The voman had
L scarl all over her face
and he had a capanda
long coat_.and he had s
Steering rod... just a rod
that came up with a
handle on it... and big
::h...'l'ha wheels

Wway up high ..
..chvch-:h-ch.t‘:n

the road... It dida't

had wooden spoked
wheels you know...thal
would creak and
crackle.. you'd pour
wiler on ‘em and make
‘em Ught...

Old Model T, you
know, it wouldn't goup
a hill very far...You'd
run outa gas, because
the gas tank vas under
the seat. When you
filled your gas tank you
had to pull the cushion
off and fill your gas
there.. And it wasn 'l
much higher than the
motor, see...And if the
motor v::id II: up

igher, then the gas
:ﬁﬂdn'l flow to it... 50
then you'd have lo get
out and turn the thing
around by hand, and
back it up the hill with
the gas tank higher
than the motor....

The first
vehicle, or sutomobile
that we had in m¥y
family was s Model T
truck .. flatbed .. and the
tires vere solid
rubber.. There was 0o
air in them, and
uh...you coulda't pull
the hat off your head if
you got in a litle mud....
It's truel... You'd just sit
there and spin. you
know..and no comforts
ai all... . You was just outl
there in the -
.notop o itoer
nothia’...

Every kid had
a hoe....

and uh...1 couldn't raise
a lamb.. Back :dl:'
early days we dida’t
hnrtz the Russian boar--
what they call the
Russian boar now.. That
was brought in in the
early 30's. The Russian
boar are the ones thal
kill the lambs... and
sheep and goals... Or
anything they'd get
ahold of .. would corner
them some way aad kill
em. ...
% They had what
they called & l.l:h woll.
bigger than &
e __I_lfnd the last
one caughl was over
here around the Verdes.
They were huge
things....




Ve went w the store
once a week. maybe on
a Saturday afternocon. ...
and bought yoursell a
little bit of coffee and
some SUgAr--very
seldom sugar. . and
maybe a litle sack of
flour...you had to have
bakin' powder, ‘course .
.and salt... But you'd get
a bag of coffee for 50
cents thal would last
you a month.. You
ground that yoursslf..
.you'd get the whole

bean, see.. wilh a coffes

grinder on the table..
.And pepper...You
ground that in the
coffee grinder too....
Clean the coffee
grinder out of all the
coffee flavor...and
you'd put the whole
beans of pepper in
there and grind it
up..maybe grind it
through twice to get it
fine enough.

We had a litte
old mill up here at
Tarpley...In fact they
had two at one
time....You'd take your
corn and shell your
corn off the cob you
know.. and then you
ook it up there and
they'd grind it for corn
meal .. Dad would take
wheat over o Comfort.
They had a flour mill

y

over there which run
off of a water wrbine
and uh... get the four
ground there.. And it

was kind of a dark flour,

because Lhey didn't
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Weo farmed at
firsi...We had 20 acres
cotton and corn...and |
kept boarders. .. took in
washing...we milked
cows.. sold butter and
milk to the restaurants
that was oul there . _And
1 could tell you &
thousand things that
happened on the
13th.. That'sour lucky
number... [lsughs)....

refine it too much you
know... You still had
vour..uh. . bras-the
outside of the grain was
still in there.. so we'd
have good bread

Julia Wendt
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Vedidn't know

' there was & depression

depressed al/f the time
out there.. Wedidn't
know it because ve was
ruising everything we
needed to live...
farming... And we didn't
really realize that
depression the [irst
time.. But the second
Lme, we was in Alice
and we had to sell our
cattle ..two loads of
them, for ten centsa
pound.. but we made
...
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Ve lived only 20 miles
outof wwwn , and rather
:::"l"i".hllll from
everyday, we
slayed in town
miles was oo far w0
'-l'ﬂ'il,,ﬂﬂ,r“
imagine?. 1l was

Abs... there weren't
an
$choolbuses-- o

s

Werner Lindig

Noaewhatsosver.. . And
uh, the cost was two and
one half dollarss
month for the two of
us_.s0 il was two and
one half dollarss
month per person for
our room, and that's
how much it cost sl that
lime...And that was in

aT

‘41 and '42 That was nol
that long ago--31or 32
years ago...And
uh.. the important
thing was that we just
took it for granted...
That's the way il'’s
going to be.. My
sisters and brothers did
the same thing... We just
spent the night ia town.
And on Friday
night...uh, | would
spend it in town
because [ played
football, and on
Saturday mornings |
would hitch-hike home.
Dad probably woulda't
come get me, so I'd
hitch-hike home. This
was vhen [ was in high
school.. And when |
came back from the
service | hitch-hiked to
and from Texas AkM on
weekends all the time. It
wasn 'L dangerous Lo
hitch-hike in them days
and times._. Soub. ..
those things have
really changed
now... cause it
wouldn't be very safe
now, ] wouldn't waal lo
hitch-hike ioday and |
don't pick anybody up. .

s :
O
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Charlie Fellows

My grandfather wasa ..
.. he was about six foot
four, weighed about 240
pounds and he wasa
.kind of & handsome
lookin' guy..and meas
with it.._And he joined
the old cavalry in the
East and fought Indians
all the way into
California. And he was
in this Indian war over
here st Bandera Pass,
and he seen Lhis
counlry and he liked it
50 well, he come back
here from California. ...
and the land was cheap
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then...I think he paid
something like 20 cents
AN Acre....

Back in the old days you
had to put in five days
labor--[ree labor on the
county roads.. And uh,
my grandfather was
putlia’ in his free labor
and these Southerners .
. cause he was a
Yankee . Butall of ‘em
was afraid Lo jump him
because they figured he
was ugh. He was big
and his experience--

-."\7!-. H
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where he'd been.
.. flightia’ Indians for
fifieen years...And
they'd call him
Bluebelly. Back in the
old days they called all
Yankees "Bluebellies” ...
WVell, one day my
grandfather was puttin’
in his time and it was
hot and they said
somethin g about
him.. callin' him
Bluebelly all the time ...
And he says,
Golldama you! . he
Just to show you



amy belly's aot

blue. ...

But that was back in Lhe
days when Lhe wives
darned the cloth and
dyed the old work shirts
in bluing...And this
bluing had ... He had
swealed and this bluing
faded out on his
slomach ... But he jerked
his shirt-tail out and
WS,

Golldama you! I'll
show you my
belly's not blue....
And when he pulled his
shirt out, it was just as
blue as it could be |
~.llsughing).... 5o he
couldn't live his
bluebelly down....

I remember a terrible
bail storm when | was
about six years old.. Uh,
Vhen my grandfather
Came o this country,
first he dug him a
cellar.. Then he built
his house over the top
of this cellar, and he
bad this door in the
Moor inside the
house._over the top of
Lhe cellar. They didn't
¢ 00 vindows--
hdlhull.ur:. Iil‘.nlnﬂI
-.and had little
9penings like that
[gesturing| so thay if
the Indians auacked
them they could shoot
Oul that way or this vay
}:"‘hﬂ--.htw lived
that old house and it

was builLt out of 1212’s.
That was a (ull one-inch
board... This day and
time they call them
1112's, but they're nol
one inch...Aad the old
raflers didn’'t have no
ceiling in it, but it had
these raflters. . .And this
ol 1x1Z rough pine over
the lop of them
rafters... And then it
had this ol corrugated
sheel iron over on Lop
of that--like people
build goat sheds and
like that this day and
Lime... But there come a4
terrible hail storm...
and it beat all the roofl
off | And they pulled the
bed back, and ... ve
opened Lhe door and
went down in the
cellar... And |
remember them ol big
live oak trees around
there was ... Lhey Wis
big nice shades .. and
they wasn'lL nothin’ but
stubs ... just looked like
somebody had opped
‘em all out.... And it beat
all the Lin off all the
1112's, and the 2x4's....
just beat ‘em all off....
Even beat holes in the
foor, but we had..my
uncle John or someons
pulled the bed over on
top of this door and it
beal that house up 50
bad we had to build &

My belly's
not blue...!

[ was born at Little
Creek.... over close Lo
Utopia... Back in those
days a dime meani s Jot
...That was s vhole lot

nev one. . @ s e W
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Bud Fitzpatrick ¥ N

| worked the rodeos in
Bandera and made my
home here in the
40's._I'U tell you how
different it was

then.. that whole loop
down along the river
wasa't incorporated.
and it dida’t have any
slock laws. People would
turn their stock loose
down there--sheep.
goals, callle, horses,
whatever--and it looked
like & park, you
know. The sheep kept
it eaten down.. It was
besulifuldown

there. .no weeds like it
is loday . .And there
used (o be & lot more
dude ranches here than
there is now.. probably
about eight more than
there is today... and it
was really adude
raach capital And they
raised s lot more sheep
and goats The feed store
down there al the wool
house, it was

active.. big Lrade
there. . and uh, the dude
ranches--the ones close
by--many of them.

ub.. the Valley,
Whispering Winds,

¢
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Wagon Wheel..and .|
don't know.. s whole
bunch of them. they
used o bring their
riders into town og
Borseback They'd
come in and spend a lot

TO



horseshoeing shop here
in town. Adolph
Stricker, he shod horses
in town .. . And uh.. well,
they'd have lots of
sctivity out st Mansfield
Park. That wasa big
show out there.
Barbeques, dances

every weokend.
rodeos...and most of the
guys that worked
around here were
cowboys. That would
never be today you
know.. they were kinda
raised... raised in it. And
people kept their saddle
horse in town ... Bill
Eeller had a pair of
mules and a saddle
horse...and of course
Fred and all those

boys.... Tom, and

uh.. they all kept

unique that Lhey
couldn’t pus the people
outof here.... ‘d run

1'11 tell you

how different
it was then....

Almost all the kids in
my neighborhood had a
donkey... they hada
donkey or something —
or & horse.. And we'd
gel together aad camp
outall night .. .And
Saturdays, alter ve did
our chores. _.uh, we
three boys on
mnh‘...mﬁm

T1

1o cul the grass, trim
the hedge. .. that's one.
The other one mopped
the bathroom sad the
kitchen--or scrubbed it
on his hands and knees,
and did the breakfast
dishes... And the other
one changed all the
linens on the beds and
the rugsand
dusted. .and... In other
words, we did i'---'-':":l,“

apiece...
housework...before we
were turped loose 1o
\ake off... which was



good for us. We could all
cook, we could all make
our bed, we could all do
housework. It never
burtus. And | mean, it
took a little load off of
Mother, too,

Kids used o get whipped
prelty good in Lhose
days. They believed in
nol sparing the rod . A
friend of mine, he was
& he learned how Lo
make candy . So he
wvould--he made a whole
baich of candy and
would take it down
there at that ol uptown
theater and sell it... And
so Lhey finally started
lockin’ the pantry
....And his dad worked
and his stepmother
worked...So then he'd
lake the door off the
hinges and make that
big batch of candy...
Well, his dad was goin’
o whip him, but he
couldn’t catch him.. He
was safe in the daytime,
but at night he'd hide
oul and sleep in the
car. until his dad got
up real early one
morain’ and caught
him, and he ok s piece
of insulate wire and
vorked him over with

it __And I'lUl tall you
what he had some big
welison him. . But he
Was s preity good boy ...

But he lost his appelite
for candy ... especially
home-made candy .. .

| hung around with
Lhese older guys all Lthe
time and learned how
cuss like Lhey did... but
you know, those guys
weren't foul.. They
ware good guys...You
know, they didn't--it
was just “hell and
dammit”.... They weren't
vicious cussers like a lot
of guys are today... And
I'll tell you what--they
had a lot of respect.
They were very polite.
They'd never say & bad
word around a
voman.. If they did ,
the other guys would
really gel mad at ‘em....
And most of 'em were
really good to their
teams. They'd feed ‘em,
take good care of ‘em,
and don't let ‘em get
sores on Lheir neck
from the collar. . 'Cause
Lhe other teamstars .
they'd get down on you
if you didn't take good

@x
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care of 'em...
Some people will try o
lead you ofT w do
things... You know what
my dad used o tell us?
You know, we werea
preity rollicky
bunch.. He'd tell us,
The boys who are
gonae try to bave
you sieal
somelbing .. sieal s
dupch of sods water
cases or stufT like
Lhat you koew... or
& buach of beer
cases... aod sell
em. .. JTell them il
they waani to deo it lo
&0 sabead .. But yovr
dad is so dadburn
mean.. that be'll
ian your Bide (il
you can 't
walt! Aasd be
already said be
would and |'m not
about to do it... Il
wvallk home , but I'm
aol gonas. ...
And he said,
Tell om that I'l
lear youw vp !
Bul he really wasn't
that rough on us , you
see.. This was just to
EiVe Us an excuse, you
see . That way , they
can call you sissy, but
You say ,
If you were goonas
&el your b
tanped lite I'm
Sgonns gel mine
tanped ... well just
dave at it/ ..



This here is
callE-p Bl.l.l::;{nrl
Comes from Africa...

on you call i
is, it's King h:;[-l
Y d
here from Africa, I::“

planted it at the King
Ranch, and aboul 600
scresof this ranch is
solid with this grass.

I've lived here sixty

years, but when 1 first

moved on here there
73
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wasn'lany grass..It
was solid timber here
and ub...nothin’ but
brush . And | got rid of
the brush--I burnt it
off...1 burat it and then
1 sowed thal grass Now
1 got lots of grass.. Used
to, vhen I first come
down here, you coulda’t
run no more ‘o three or
four cows ... and you
had to feed them....

But the whole ranch is
walered with spring
waler... There are
around len or twelve
springs on the place
that pever go

dry... watered with
spring valer
aliogether .. An old man
eighty yearsold told us
sixty years ago--one of
the biggest Indian
camps Was over there
on that bank . 'cause
that used 1o be a big
walerin’ hole... 1 bel
there's been W0 0r
three gallons of

come and beg me out of
‘em.. Two Indians come
over here. They vent 10



San Antonio University.

and they came here and
spenl the day.. So | had
a bunch of Indian
arrows and they said,
Let us take them
back with vs. /.

So they took them Lo
India. .

I've ranched nearly all
my life | had sheep and
goats first. . And then
they passed a law you
couldn’t kill ;
and that put me out of
business. Then | wenl to
raisin’ cattle and hogs
and | raised chickens,
andsoldeggs . And |
had registered hogs and
sold & lot of pigs...| used
Lo hunt varmints a lot. |
raised lots of turkeys
here--wild wrkeys...
and ub... The only way
I could raise ‘em is 1o
get rid of the varmints
People used to
come up here ... used

to have real good border
collie dogs....that
worked livestock.. And
people used to come up
here and wanted to see
‘em vork...] had two
dogs could do more thaa
fen men on
horseback. . with
livestock...caltle....

I enjoy feedin’ the deer,
and callin' them
up...and lookin’ at
‘em..and uh, the same
way with turkeys....But
uh, the most | ever
called up turkeys vas 73
al one Lime [ called ‘em
up and fed ‘em. But
when a stranger gets
around here, il scares
them to death.. They re
alraid of strangers....
andub,.. the same way
With deer. | could go out
there and call the deer
and they'd come to me ...
But s stranger be
around there they
wouldn't come up
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there... il they see a
stranger....

During the
drought back there
durin’ the fifties, I'd
feed around.. oh,
anywhere right around
80 head every
aflternoon. But they's
more than that'd come
in later. . But I usually
called up around 80
head that would come
up and feed... Some of
‘em come up o four..
[five feet of me. The
genilest one | had would
smell of my hand and
they'deat outof a
bucket if I put it on the
ground, but if I put it
between my legs they
wouldn't stick their
head in it... And you
couldn’t make any
quick move or anything
like that.. The turkeys
were Lhe same way.. [
could walk all amon gst
them but I couldn't take
& quick move... Just be
real calm and walk
around there and they d
be calm t00... and
gente. But if you made
& quick move or
something--Boy!. they
Was gone |




Edith Edwards

My grandmother's
brother was captured
nd kept by the Indians
for nine months. . .that
was Frank Buckelew,
my grandmother's
brother.. And they had

her uncle over at
Uopia. They killed him
in January that year--
1864, and uh .

But anyway,
they found my uncle
over in Mexico
somevhere.. The
rangers found out that
there was a white boy
Vith the Indians and so
the Texas Ran gers sent
L man with an extra
horse and saddle. _sent
Aranger out there and
he weni out there and
Slayed on Lhe Texasside
and he hired a H.nm
boy 16 ... 1o steal Frank
Buckelew out . one
nl"hl-.... and S0 m.?
rode by night and hid
by day ... until they

eal rav mesl and rav
liver and all kinds of
stufl.. Andat first, he
said he thought he was

o eat rav meal, and he
liked it.. It must have

been allright or all the



Indians wvould have
The first time | ever
wenl o San Antonio was
in 1898 And we camped
in an old camphouse
they had at Fest's
Campyard . And we
camped in that
campyard and walked
..uh walked o Joske's
[rom the westend ...
through the trail .
There was a trail that
wenton and wenl down
o Joske's . And then we
took another trail and
wenldown o...uh,
where the South Flores
and all of that .. uh,
where the city hall is
now.. and all through
there. And we walked
from out there and wenl
down Lo the stores.. [t
wvasa'l wo far... maybe
two miles or something
like that... But of course,
we were used o
walking... We didn't
think thal was very

In 1920 when |
wenldown I::I!'Illll
was selling bulter and
everything, | hada
bulter customer there
right close to that Fest's

el

campyard... and when
Wwe golup and started o
San Antonio, why. there
were some holes dug
right there alongside
Lhe trail.. On one side
there were two or three
holes dug there. And
we noliced that stuff--
just piles of dirt there.
And then we while we
were camped in San
Antonio that night Mrs.
McCall oid me that in
one of those holes Lthey
had found a pot... they
ook a pot out of
there..So thal's as near
as | came to finding a
Lreasure...,

One day we were all in
school. Then, the
schoolhouse was just
across the.. on the little
hill right by
Tarpley.. And those
EYpsies came in with
some walking. and
some carrying big
akind of & little tent
show with them . And
ub, they were dressed
in.oh, g¥psy clothes
just a lots of

and lots of color and big
galhered skirts you
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know,and ... just
different tw anybody
else . and uh, they had
then--everybody wore
blouses and things
nearly, and they just
had uh... they just had
the pieces cut off..the
upper part bare...and
they had big skirts on
and everything... Bul
they had tight clothes
and lots of color... and
lots of ribbons and
sashes and difTereat
things you know ...that
made them appear
fabulous you

know.. They wanted o
look... o really look like
they were rich people,
$o they just put so much
stuff on.. and in their
hair they'd maybe have
some [lowers. .. some
would have lNowers and
some would have
ribbons all fized up in
their hair...And Lthey
did look pretty.. The
girls iulttlzl:;-d as
prely as could
look... And the men
looked --1 think--more
like Spanish warriors.
They dressed in a kind
of arnery looking garb,
you know....



But they came
inw Tarpley, pitched
their lent and they
siayed all night
there..and uh, the next
day.. Mr. Stigler had a
store and he had just got
in & sample box of
jevelry..and uh, he
said . He always lel
people just get that
sample box and turn it
over there on the top of
the counter and ook at
there looking at thal.
And so, directly... aflter
they left, well,
somebody said |
:::f l:urr Jook sad

what you lost....
And he said....0ld Man
Stigler, he said,
Lost?
And they said,
Yes, those gypsies
are not lite these
People bere. said,
You might bavelost
& lot of stuly ...

And the old man wenl
and looked , you
know. . and,

oy . why. puess
there'sa ring there
goae. There where
thev pulled st
out.. . And ithere's &
whole buach of
riongs gone!

And he coulda'tdoa
thing aboul it because
they had already
lefL...And they valked
on over the hill and
walked over the
mounisin and gol over
the mountain and then
they stayed all night
close to this little
stream . It's after you
pass Lhe mountain--that
little stream there...|
guess that's the head of
Indian Creek....And
then there's the springs
that people used Lo go
and water their horses
down there because
between Bandera and
Tarpley, why, on hol
days the horses would
drink water vhen they
got that far.. Papa
would unhitch his
horses and drive Lthem
dowan to the spring and
let them drink and thea
come back and hitch
them up to Lhe wagon or
the hack... or jusione

horse (o Lthe buggy ...
But anyway, up

on the side there was
some little hills and
those hills just had
grass ..excepl justa
few little cedars--one
here and maybe one up
here....And aflter those
gypsies left, why
somebody happened Lo
notice there's some
funny places up there
on that hill...

Fhat io the world's
the maiter with thai
Ail..7
Some funny looking
places....? And they
went up there and
looked, and they found &
place where somebody
had buried some
treasure there . They
found where Lhe pot
was. sav vhere the pol
was--the form of the pot
in there.... And those
gypsies had taken




Rhea Mansfield

BOOT: How did you get
from here to San
Antonio?

R. M. Either with a
hack--that's with & team
of horses or mules—-or a
Wagon.. or jusi
horseback. That's the
way we had o go lo
travel in them days.

BOOT: What were the

wagons.. were they
covered wagons?

R.M.: Yeah, they had
them covered al times.
Now they had...as |
remember, Lthe best

was a Studebaker ... they
called it a Studebaker-
made wagon.. Then
they had the Spaulding
hacks and Spauiding
buggies. They was two
different brands. And |
think lster on, after good wagons. We used to
they started making llgtt!l_'llmll.lnll.'l.l the
the .

aulomobiles,

Studebaker went from was hauled

building wagons into in them days.

the car business They before the Studebaker I

used o have an old car don’t know what they

called “Studebaker” bad. They had & big old
covered they

But those old Studebaker
vagons--they were had & game for it, but |

-
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thrashed.... and we put
‘em in the bin, then
we'd sack "em and put
‘em in five bushel
sacks We had five
bushels to a sack. And
we'd put 20 of those live
bushel sackson uh.. on
8 Studebaker wagon....
and most of the Lime
bad a pair of mules and
we hauled thoss oats Lo

21 miles from our house
vhere we lived o
Conter Point, and we'd
gelan early startafler
weo'd sacked our oats and
§ol 'em loaded in the
vagon...about |00
sacks..| mean 100
312 poundsa

bushel--that'd be 3,200
pounds, not counting

prelty load for s
pair of mules. In them
ilr";dun'thn-ur
roads. We had o go
down through the hills
ind cross creeks.... and
up hills .. and them old
lﬂlll.'_llunlnny
#91 Lo going up & hill
Vith & load of them

Kad B od muie




| had a well switched
one time ... .and this is
fuany . 0ld Hug Moore
lived down here in
town. He's getlin' & Little
old and decrepit, but
he's pretty good at
swvilchin' these wells.
And | had & place | was
goin’' 1o drill s well--up
onaridge kindofina
field. | was goin' o puta
slaughterhouse there.
And so | wook ol' Hug out
thers, and | told him,
Hug, ['d fike to have
& well drilled out
bere and if you can
find me some
shallow water....
why so much the
beltler/! ...

He used a long willow
stick...it looked like a
fishin' pole.. And he'd
follow that thing
I-;rwnd up there, and

inally he got o & place
and he said,

You know, there's
iwo sireams of water
bere....
and he said,

fihiak they re
&oin ' lo come
togetber right dowa
Bere....
1 said,

Fell saywhere in
dere... . dui if you
think it's a lot of
waler.. . that's what
we waal.. ..
So finally, he kept
workin' and finally

said,

Fell ihese ivwo
sireams of waler
come logelber right
Bere, and [ think
we Il work it off
down bere and get
right ia the ceater
of that siream....and
that's where you'll
drill your well.

And so he drove & peg
right down where he
thought the center was-
-where the most pull on
his pole was.. We drove
a peg down there.

Find me some

shallow water

There vas another
lellow in town that was
supposed Lo have been
good switcher. His name
was Jerry Lucias. He
used a gold watch on
chain. | took him out
there and | didn't tell
rlﬁ;[hﬂlhun

re. | just told him_ [
said,

Jerry, | want to see
if you can find me
Some shallow
waler....
And he made about the
same circle that Hug
did, and he told
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There's two sireams
of water bore... [
thiak they 're goin’
lo come together....
«.|lsughing).. He
worked it all down, and
he just..] didn't say a
word—| just had my
lingers crossed....
Anyway, he come up
onto this peg that ol
Hug had stuck in the
ground, and he said,

Fho the hell's boen
Bere? ...
..|lsughing]. .1 had to
laugh--1 said,

Fell, Huggia'
Moore's been out
bere, and be said
the same thing you
did--There s iwo
Sireams of waler,
and this is the place
Lo drill--right bere.



Well, Jerry watched his
ol waich .. and that ol
walch would just swing
backwards and forwvards
you know .. He said,
Fell, be's mboui four
foot off of....dead
cenler. . he said,
Drill over bere! ...
He marked a place... just
about --oh, just sbout
this far from where ol’
Hug's was. ..

Well, instead of drillin’
on Jerry's place, | had &
little more faith in
Hug's willow stick than
1did that gold watch....
So we drilled down on
this peg. | had an old
man come oul here, him
aad his brother They
drilled wells all over
this country. They had
a0 old cable wol rig.
sartod ariiia’ They

- . They
drilled down 43 feet and
i'ﬂllrgclﬂ.‘l kinds of
Valer. We stopped--well,
¥e drilled on about
47..8 0r 9 feet down to
make & little basin in

-.But anyway, we
Slopped. W
S o

To test the well they had
"'“ﬁlhttﬂ...u?h
had & litile deal in the
and vhen Lhe
bucket would hit the

Valer—-and it would
Gown..the bucket o

would fill up....And

then, when you raised il

up, that little Lrigger in
there would close the
bottom. It would come
out with ten or [ifleen
gallons of water....
maybe twenty--1 forget
now what the bucket
held.. And we tested
that well and they'd
drill it and draw il just
as fast as they could.
And they could draw so
many gallons a minute
out of there—just kepl
on & drawin’..50 many
gallons & minule....
That'sthe vay they
testad it. The bucket
held so many gallons
and they'd count ‘em.

Well, they decided it was
a good well, so we just
pulled out. There wasa'l
another well around in
that area less than 300
or 400 feet that had any
water in it. We puts
little Jacuzzi pump ... 1
don't know just

how Lo explain it, but it
wasa jet pump..and it
was run with a litle
power deal You can'l go
very deep, but it'll
pump & lot of water and
it doesn 't use much
electricity. And we used
that well there until we
had that drought in the
'50's...And one day |
weal out there and the
little pump was suckin’
air—-there wasa'l 0o
waler in there..50 |
called the well driller
back, and said,
Fell. | said, This
stresm has goae
dry....

So they moved their rig

and they told me—
said...] vent over there

when they were getlia

ust washed the
{'ﬂﬂll out of the

hole 4
You know, the hole's



there.. They had hit
another stream of waler
and it had washed the
cutlings out of the
hole... Well, that was an
Friday evenin'.. Andon
Saturday night here
come & gushin’ rain.
And on Monday mornin’
when they went back
up there, the old
stream-- the 47 foot
stream-- had come in,
and we couldn't lower
the waitsratall So |
said,

Fell, boys... Drill
dowa about (o as [ar
as you got waler-
saad....

And they drilled down
210 feet and pulled out.
And that well today is as
good a well as there are
anywhere _andil's the
only well around here
that's shallow

Raymond Batto

We used 1o could raise good crops
because we had good enough rain to
raise good crops. When | was a kid, we
had rains would come up and shootl.... It
was nothing for water to run
everyvhere. But now we don't get it.... |
remember back in 1917... It vasa
drought. It really was dry then.. We
didn't have any grass or anything.. But
uh, then. in 1919, 20 and 21 it began
raining and that river come up and it
was like il was here in ‘78It was just
aboul the same height it was in '78--all
three years... But ‘course 1919 was the
highesi. Now my dad told me that in
1900 it was up higher... Up about four
feet higher than it was in 1919. But that
was before my Lime so [ don't know

But it didn't do the damage that it
done this year.. this time.. .in 78 It
done so much damage here...All the
lrees and everything else was.. Them
Cypress Lrees along the river was torn
out because Lhey had about 37 inches of
rain up here on the head of the. .on the
North Prong..And itall come down at
one lime .. That was the night | moved
back from Taylor....
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(Morel_

What they said ]
stays with you....

I like farming...
| like the smell of the
earth freshly plowed .|
guess because | was
raised in it.. farming
and ranching...You

D222

1o....to stay with it, how hard it was in Lthe
because il's s continual old days, well .a lotof
fight...selling the them just had it hard,
products that you you kaow...and 8 lot of
raise.. _ ‘em couldn't help it...A
Willie Schmidt lot of ‘em could've had it
better if they would ve
tried...A lot of them
You've heard of the vorm eradication would've griped a0
Program?.. This was before that . Bul malier whaithey
n i the summertime, any baby calves had.. That's Lrue, isa |
that was born or anything that had s it?...Some of nlhﬂi
n Voundof any kind--you gol worms.... gripe no matler ¥
Aad we had little sraps we called they have..and never
lraps®.. .l mean, they were three -'.' the rollicky 'Mh.
n or four or five acres down around side of life--alvays
Vhere we could alvays drive 'em Lo the st tho bad part... ck
Pens. And that's wers we learned Lo Bud Fitzpatrl

ropel.. We didn't know what a chute

Yasl..You roped everything that you
docored... And you daciored ‘em overy
¥hen you home from [
School That's the fg thing you done, The Russian boar

e 0 70 1 0 5 0 30 € 0 0 0 6 o 0 70 1 0 26 0 3950

Vasyou changed your clothes... got will kill s0d eal 8 ﬁ
Q Your rope and your medicine, and wenl goal, bones sad

tad doctored ull the wormies. sll..

D2
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American bald
eagles can be fovad
roestiag in Bandera
Covaly....
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When we were little the
kiddo's job was to pull
out the Johnson grass
and the cockleburrs....
Annie Anderwald
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HNoaepcombh rock is
Ldwards Limesione.

When joe plowed in the field he
wouldn't get home until after dark, and
1 would have two cans... five !lunn
cans. sittin’ out there...[ don't know
where we got those five gallon

cans.. [lsughing] ... but we had

‘em... full of water..... Not...] would just
have them little over half full .. 'cause |
couldn’t carry them... And | would take
one horse. . And when he look the
harness off--you know, the collar. ...
They would blister under that collar of
you didn't wash ‘em with water. .. Every
Llime you took the harness off, you
washed their necks and wiped 'em down
and got ‘'em nice and clean... and | had
one horse and he had the other, and it
was usually dark when we stayed out
there...| helped him do that . after |
decided Lhat it was just terrible that he
vas oul Lhere washin' the horses’
aecks . | had supper ready, so | decided
I'll bave the water sitiin’ there ..
. And .. [lsughing] .. 1didl.. And love
doing things like that

Lennsa Shert

I wonder how this story
is going to look in
priat....

Nettis Saul

SISIS S ISTSISISTSI318131318181818,
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| don't waich Our oldest son--when he Q
lelevision.... I got got just old enough to 0
one...but | don't watch shoot a 22 He was...|

it. 1 haven’'t watched it guess 12 yearsold or O
in ... 1 guess ten years. | so0... | always said I'd

torn it on and watch the cook anything for him n
news and then shut it that he'd kill and dress. Q

off... 1don't appreciate
television st all..I'm not

But | sure got tired of
cookin’ that jackrabbit..

It'd be rainin’ and a-
lightain' and I couldn't

rlllllr:nut'hyn.d
Wanl W gel me v
A that time of day.... .
Then I plowed and
sz-rf | ves u-" gt Nickory won i grovw
- 106y was valkin in Banders
Jo - nes..- . Cowaly...
ha Shuptrine

199 )0 30 389 )6 )0 )8 )0 )8 )9 )0 )88 )8 )8 )0 )8 )0 )8 )8 )8 )0 )0 )0

& lelevision watcher. I'll Jlaughing|..But it n
R r@ by peatl. . makes good chili '
but | pever turn iton. Aaris o P
Glea Heinen n
I got o where | could hold down a8 Q
Lact or fictiog 7 grown cov.. Joe lhﬂ'ldllﬂi:'lﬂ Q
It was 7 put my knee...1'd take the ...ben
breat ::T;;ﬁﬁ;, the foreleg back-- the upper foreleg. .. n
Was careless in and get ahold of--with both hands— n
craating ihe old T right above the hoof...And bend that
Model Ford.... back and put your knee where Lhe 0
shoulder is... just back s Little bit, but
behind the lhnuuar‘.::d t::;::r ;-T n
Ih kick and throw her and rock
S masugn it Q2
.. hors much, you know .48
:ﬁ:ﬁﬂ’ i down!...1 never let one get up. And he 0
mornin’--go w,.r:“ would doctor il--in places, you know... n
Sometimes the mules up on the back where these old flies
vould try 1o kick me._. would bite ‘em.... R 8

OONNNNNNNNNNNNNINEA
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That was sl Hye, Texas.
That'sspelled H-Y-E... 3.5
and that little place was £,
named afler Hye -
Brown.. H-Y-E
Brown.... And that's [ive
miles east of Stonewall
and 20 miles east of
Fredricksburg and ten
miles west of Johnson

" Werner Lindig

The bhorned toad,
ogce common ovVer
much of Texras ., i's

aow nearly
During the fur season b ¢ s
we'd hunl varminis....
Sell the furs o havea My grandfather
little money (o go lo was.. he believed in
school on ... And the religion very seriously.
money was very tight He wouldn't do no kind
in those days. The dollar of work on Sunday ...
muhqu:nﬂdh‘ And he would sit up and
blanket.. There wasn't read his Bible....And uh,
enough money ... he taught his children
Hug Moore how to read...In fact, he
taught his children
more education than
the school did, because
:: :‘:“m;* Lhe ‘:" i be went further in-
I TR rwn:.ﬁr mh‘:r -deeper into things. .
. e :mn. Charlie Fellows
P Tins Allen
(describing Banders)

Loct er [ictien 7
The last wild bear in

the Hill Covatry of
Texas was killed in
Bandera Covaty....

LUBLLLBULPLLLLLBLLY
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once in a while, it was
calf ropin’. They had no
I“ll-ll.l'*ﬂ"ll'ﬂlﬂl

g0 every
night.. Tnudulnlp
saywhere every
night_. You weat to that
hu' cause you had to
out of there before
:Fhlm"lﬂ“ll; go
ﬁ#mm.u
"'l-l-'lupudfud

I-htu Langford

D:)ODI)DDDDDDDDDDDDD:}DDSD

big country barbecue

and punkin rollia’

they called ‘'em. We

participated in all of Lact er fictiom 7

that . But most of the la movaiain lion

:n Ve just stayed covatry livestock
:::r:rurm 1 will wall wide

wasn'l arouvad big boulders
Something where you every nr'-':. o

ONONONONONONNNONN

BOOT: What was it like
during the depression
here?

Lane Langford: Well,
it was preity bad. You
couldn't get a job. You
couldn’'t make any
money. Had... they had
what you call s food
line...uh, grub line,
here in Banders. Butl
tried it one Lime, and |

Mnthhrhulhlfwi

mﬂ-mpuuin out, 50
we lived on deer and
turkey after that. Back
that time, they dida't
care how many deer
you killed . [ don't
;up.pm ¥asn't many
l.uunnim:mnd

BOOT: What do you
think is the biggest
problem we have in
America loday?

C D.: Stl.lhtllllll
l.‘n;ndn DeVoody

Duriag floods the
only vay for maay
early setilors to got
groceries out of
Banders was J.l"
pulley bost ..

OONNNNOANNNNNONNNNTN
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GLEN HEINEN

BOOT: What did you
wanti o grow up to be?

G.H |wantedtobes

BOOT: Why?

G.H: Well, ] vorked
on ranches ... | mean,
it'sthe only thing to do
around herel ... And |
vorked on some big
ones... and some little
ones..Up there in the
Davis Mountains |
worked on 16.000 acres.
We slept in tents up
there...two of us boys....
one cook lent, and one
sleep Lent....

Glem Heinenm

Iﬂlilpodhullnml'

S{818(515]81518151515181818181313%

The avmber of stays
in & wire fence is
more imporiani
than the spacing of
the top wires in
prevealing deer
from getting rnr;ﬁr
in the fence...

When | wasa kid
growing up...there on
the f:r--nuhr. nine
yearsold...I dug post
holes for nine cents a
hole...And the post-hole
had to be 18 inches
deep...And in that old
hard caliche, it wass
Job...

CLifT Vaterman

Afer World War .. .why, all the young
people moved out you know... found out
they could find better jobs and more
money .. Here, you'd work for a dollar s
day. from....oh, soon as the dew got off
the ground.. which would be around
eighto'clock in the morning...uatil
dark...'Course they got what they called
#ruvb. . They got their noon meal and
lunches and things like that but... well,
money vasn L needed very much ...

Villie kllﬂl

uuuuuuuuguuouuooo
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I still remember

DI

fact or Lictiom 7 vverything justas
Bats sad bees won 't vividly as almost

be fovad in the yesterday... When [ was n
same cave. ... playin' here Lhe leam
from Bandera had black Q
uniforms with red :
trim... | still remember ity yearsagowe =~ (T
You're not supposed Lo that . graduated.. There was
play with those Werner Lindig 23 in our class, and n
dogs... we're all alive
o be yet... Graduated [ifty n
then ) years ago, in 1935, and
when the hunters were - we're goin o have a n
here, an’ ' o class reunion on the
‘im, you fifteenth of June..a n
will a fifty year meeting.... n
sheep sl night...an’ lots Hug Moore
el b R £
isterns were best
John Neah focsled on the aorth When | was a leensger i n
side of the house. ... certainly didn't need
any stimulation of any n
kind to have a good
m.rlp = T :Ea....[humj.,..ﬂutu
retty cou over between
Frillricl‘.Mr' u:ll_lr:ngh that Catherine DeWoody

ranch country... It's a fine thing when
You don't have s radio....you dnn.'lhm
A television .. you're thirty miles from a
movie—if there were any movies... We
dida’t even have a telephone... [t wass

kind of » life...I su
8 dulty ppose you would call

I've seen land sell for $3
per acre in the year of
1910, and the same land
now in 1986 is selling
for $3000

Mack Joimer

- ANNNNONOONOONONNONN
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A wagon journey
from Banders to San
Aatenio and back
l'.nr .l'fj.lfl.ff? a

throe day trip.
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&2 neag e vion
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L3 i bty
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talk--on horseback,
buggy...or wagon..
Jehn ll-pl.r].n

{ ooououuuquuuuuuuu

During the first world There wasn't any little
war Ed Langford over delicatessen joinl that
here..lane's you run down there and
daddy.. he'd raise mules  buy this today, and go
and sell ‘'em o the back to buy something
government.. And he tomorrow... No, . il was
bought & new Model T.. altogether different
.and seemed Lo me like from what it is now....
he paid $1700 for Beb Maasfield

it .God, that was & lots
of money.. But then. &
[ew years later you
could buy a new one for
... Vi3
the war that Ed
Langford bought
his.. seems like it was
sevenleen hundred, I'm
not sure...but they 3
come down afler Lhat.

I bought & brand new

Model A ...a'321 believe

it was.

i : n:uf:::n" a I'd rather live in Lhe

with taxesand country...l like the

everything. . But country. Of course it's

they've overdone it kind of lonely now,

now._ Mnmm since [ don't drive

oo fast anymore.. You know,

‘om. i thnllby mysell it's

joha Neak kinda lonely...But |

have a [riend that visits
me, and | have a niece

that takes me places

K‘- m.'.r.

CCCCCCCCCcccccccccceccececececa



We remember them at sunset,
....and as the stars come out....

Lila Garrison

fell 1o me Lo do the
churning, and | hated
it

BOOT: ['ve seen churns
Lhat are like a wooden
barrel, and you just
turn the.... uh.... like
L.G: Right! Igotit
down...] had & brother
just older thaa [, and we
got it down Lo where we
could count the licks
and | usually resd while
1 churned and itwok &
lon g time because most
of the time [ was
reading more than |
was churning[lsughs)
I don't know how my
mother pul up with
us...Another thing I
used Lo do--| used Lo love
to resd, and there was
this one tree and I'd
climb up in the tree o

Uired when | was groviagup
o e T T L T v oy
Like tll:t'.h of protests  gwn butter.. Wealwsys BOOT: What were most

. covs of your books?

They just did what they ﬁmhﬁ“ﬂm l.ﬁ?lrﬁﬂ.nwl
Lo ¥htvas their duty.  gverseeoneof thess  books lo sach other for
. ¥e didn't bave churns.. big jars that mmm:;hl
hllllll“lﬂ.“hwi goup and down like . w.ﬂmm”
Combingsthatars this? (gesturing] Thars ~ friendssadumally,
- the way we made our managed Lo get

=-ihgs ve've butter. Anditussally ook o read S0mE WAy
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Lane Langford talks to three

It was the Wood
Ranch st that time.
There was one peafowl
hen that came there
with us.... Fe moved
down here in 1961, and
I brought her down
here with me... And
ub..oh, I guess the first
year after | urned
around | kept her in the
chicken house out
there .. in the pen for

aboul three months. and

then turned her oul. .
She left one time and
she come back-- she
had a couple of little

—

SF"

Lane Langford |ESESEsss,
)

1'.1‘ e

gtn&itlmm of listeners in an early unrecorded interview
al the remnants ol army scout

Policarpo Rodriguez’ house near the peak named for him

peafowl with her. ..
Well. I never did know
where she got ‘em, but
one of my neighbors
about three or four
miles over here had
peafowls, so she might
have wenl over there
and got some of his
peafowis Then they
come back with her the

stayed here til its beard
got about six Lo eight
inchﬂpl::f.... &

The owl coc
fought every day...So
finally they knocked
one of the turkey's eyes
oul, and the turkey run
and lefl.

So that was the end of
that . Butanyway, he
didn‘t uh....that turkey
thought he wasa
peafow| all the
Lime... always stayed
right with the
peafowl.. up uatil he
#0L his eye knocked out.



WILDERNESS
SPIRIT IS....

Filderness Spiril
leads youth out into the
world to learn from and
about the natural and
human resourcesin
their own immediate
surroundings. The idea
that the world which
surrounds us has its
own meaningful lessons
to teach is not new. But
young people who
would be exploring this
world for themselves
are often intimidated by
obstacles that dida't
exist thirty years ago.
Their lack of
experience makes them
imagine some obstacles
which aren’'t even
there, or decide that
there's probably
nothing (and nobody)
special oul there
anyway. The Y of the
Hill Country assists
young people ia
overcoming these
obstacles through
personal, first hand
adventuring into the
world beyond their own
back yards.

e



Filderness Spirit provides field

S [JRVIV learning experiences in which young
A ] /s o0 » PeOple develop basic skill and

; knowledge levels related (o outdoor

“+, 77 living, survival and subsistance,

" pioneer agriculture and the

' conservalion ethic These are important

lo an understanding of the relationship

beiween land-use and human survival,

both in the past and in locking toward

the future. Shortcourses on fire lays.

useful knots, knife care, shelter

construction, waler purification. map

and compass, first aid and other subjects

developed basic survival skills

-,
- : . " Overnights outings with hikes and
. .ﬁ climbs, bicycle / canoe louring and
i outdoor initiatives taught the virtues of

leamwork and provided a context in
vhich each individual's contribution Lo

-« the group could be discovered and
appreciated.

M. Discovering each

AE F 2
- person’'s capacities....




CONSERVATION....

- | el

o X

Land + Principle = A world to bring
oneself into....

There is as yet no ethic
0g with man's
relation o land and to
the animals and plants
Vhich grow upon
iL..The land relation is
Striclly economic,
®nlailing privileges but
ool obligations....
itions have no
Mmedning without
tonscience, and the
Problem we face is Lhe
€Xlension of the social
Conscience [pro
® it m people
8.9 Leopald
Sangd County Almanac

BOOT: If you had the
power lo change one
thing in history, what
would it be?

AP: Thewerld
BOOT: The vorld?

AP.: Theworld. yes
sir, change the
world.. This can’t go on
children! If I could
change this world, |
would change it--and
see kids happy, parenis
ltcan't go
onl..] would change the
world like that if 1
could. | don't like it. |
don't want no part of
.4 Aan Pue




Filderness Spirit
supports purposeful
interaction between the
younger and older
generations in the
community. In sitting
face-two-face with some

- CROSS-GENERATION of the okdost living

residents of their area-—-

| COMMUNICATION not once, but repeatedly

over a period of Lime--
mutual respect develops
el e g R : between youngsters in
“THE '41!1#" i ‘ : i.helrrul.::: .
conservalionists and
older adults in their
role as sources of
experience and
understanding. Many
were persons
nominated by
community leaders as
individuals worth
listening to. Some were
persons known for a
unique talentor
skill .. others were
simply beloved
grandparents Many
details related to the
cultural history of the
region--and much
lolklore--exists only in
the living memories of
these individuals. In
working to preserve
this information, the
young people of
Filderness Spirit
performed an important
ﬁ ':lgnlngml service
eir commun ity

while developing useful
communication skills
for themselves.

-




BOOT-STRAPS

Wilderness Spirit is a community project.
The pages that follow salute those who made
a contribution to their community through

: this program....

‘Richard Brieno. Cheryl Swift,

Photogeaphy training and materials.

- kroom access and supervision. _

leering Committee.

Pllhluu.m consultant. Vernell Mullenax
Transportation for interviews.
AARP Liason.
Steering Commitiee.
Transcriptions.
Research project.

Interviewee Referral Commitiee




John Swilt and Joyce Swiflt
Transportation for interviews.
Campout chaperones.
Bike-a-thon

Steering Committee

Funding drive

Yvonne Fenner
Transportation for interviews
School liason

Steering Committee



Bill Hayes
Transportation for interviews.
Campout contribution.
Optimist Club Liason

Steering Commitiee

Fred Collins’ Workshop
Campout contrib utions.




WILDERNESS SPIRIT
STEERING e vaaibss
OMMIT 2

You an awful lot....
Dr. Louis DuBose
Bill Hayes
Tom Denyer
Vernell Mullenax
Jim Evans
Margie Keese
John Swift
Yvonne Fenner
Celia Braddock
Margaret Evans
Jeaneane Enke

%EEEEEWEE DONORS OF SERVICES

COMMITTEE: OR MATERIALS

Elizabeth James Kinko's Copies #2

Joe Short Linda Sanders, Mgr. :
Marie Holland San Antonio........... Photocopying
Vernell Mullenax

CAMPOUT Marie Moore, Owner Binding/collating
CONTRIBUTORS:

: Ruby’s Photolabs
Elmy:g?mcn Ruby Williamson, Owner
Ed Mauldin San Antonio.... Photo processing
SRR Dancy e Infor mation Word Systems, Inc.
Lynn & Ruth White .
Mr& Mrs. DW._Hicks Richard Slaughter, Pres.

Carl Voss Ranch San Antonio Dictaphone machine
Saathoff Ranch
The Workshop Please see inside of the back cover for

a list of other volunteer contributors.



"YOUNG TIMERS"”

If you aren't an old timer in Bandera County, then

you may not have met the

Wilderness Spirit staff....
Hpre, we profile 3
siX of them.

Yesenia Benitez
s . ol

Born December 3.1971,
Yesenia, who will be &
freshman this fall,
thinks her wilingness
to Ury new things isone
of her strong points.
She dreams of becoming
a nurse or a doctor
someday. When she
curls up with the latest
issue of "National
Geographic World”, her
favorile magazine, she
prefers to listen o so/t
roeck music. For sports
and fitness, Yesenia
likes running. She
admits that she idolizes
Madonna, favors pizza
and french [ries when
she's hungry and
thinks vans are the best
form of Lransportation
around She doesn’l
watch much TV, but the
movie "Red Dawn” was
impressive to her.
Yesenia likes dressing
casually and enjoys
visiting sl her best
friend's house. She
would like to see fewer
starving people in the
world. .. and fewer
posey people loo--
that's her pel peeve |
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Tasha Vander Zee
"irﬁ-f o Wy WO

i

If older people waat to understand
young people today, they need to
remember Lhal--when they were
young--thal their parents... well, that
their grandparents or parents dida't
agree with everything that tdey
did.. And it's because of the generation
gap...And everybody's going Lo be
different. Every you know....
generalion’s going to be & little bit
different, and they have Lo be able Lo
cope with those differences.. They are
going to be different.

Tashs Vander Zee
108

€ o

Born July 3, 1971, Tasha
is 8 sophomore who
lives with her family on
Vinan's Creek. She says
Art is her best subject,
and she credits her
posilive attitude and
high energy o her
strong Christian faith.
She intends to go W
college after high
school and pursue s
career in nursing. Her
favorile sports are snov
skiing and .
in that order. On TV she
likes Family Ires and
thought Sever/y Hills
Copwas terrific
enlertainment. She
likes rock music and
sees Amy Grantasa
good role model.
Chalupas are Tasha's
weakness in food, and
in cars it's Mustangs.
Pink with yellow is her
favorite color
combination. Tasha's
pet peeve is people Who
get their kicks out of
hassling others. She'd
like to support Lukemia
research. She enjoys
meeling (riends at
Herbie's.




Bora October 16, 1968,
Daniel's best subject is
Mathematics, but he
finds that his strong
curiosity continually
leads him into new
fields of learning. He
participates in band and
track, likes to read
science fliction and
plays D&D( Dungeons
aa0d Pragons) with
like-minded friends.
College is definitely in
this senior’s sights,
because Daniel's career
goal is to teach math, He
prefers pop music over
rock, remembers Love
Story as his favorite
rmﬂ; ;;“ thinks Buicks
¢ grealest cars.
Daniel says he would
rather hang out at his
own Lrailer than
anywhere in lovn,
th“lh lﬂiﬂ' outfora
Coke and some tacos (his
favorite food) would be
OK. Daniel says United
:;7 ﬂ.:' his vote asa
arity, and if he
:ﬁ:"’ in herves, it
probably be the
late Joha F. Kennedy.
I's pet peeve?
Substance abuse.

AL first | never really thought much
about the older generation.. But you
know, afterwards. . like | said, it
changed my total view of them... What |
feel about them now is the way I'Ll
probably feel about them for the restof
my life. They're the snu‘tﬁ_tpaﬂple and
they can tell their own slories and

uite a bit.
really tell you qui o ialed
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Cheryl Swift

I thought. . when you.._like when you
grow old and everything . that you
were....that you wouldn't be able o do
all the things that you used to be able to
do, you know...Bul some of the people
ve intervieved--they kinda showed
that..ldon't know, it's hard to... They
L@n‘t mm' old... but they

re... ey didn't seem -
[ guess--of what they do. e

Born July 29,1970,
Cheryl's favorite school
aclivity is Band She
thinks human relations
is one of her strong
points because she
genuinely likes people
This tall blonde wanis W
seek a modeling career.
but if the breaks don't
come she’'ll go into
cosmetology. Her
favorite clothes are
oversize swealers and
crop-jeans, Cheryl's
preferences are red
Fieros, rock & roll
music, and Mexican
food. “Making the
Grade” was her ideaof 2
good movie, but she was
crazy aboul Sylvester
Stallone in “Rocky IV",
and considers him her
current movie idol.
Cheryl says she enjoys
reading adventure
stories, going
swimming and playing
the piano. The March of
Dimes is her favorite
charity. What doesn 1
she like? She says her
pel peeve is gossip.




Born on June 3, 1968,
Chris is a junior from
Lakehills He considers
Science W be his best
subject and optimism Lo
be one of his best Lrails.
After high school he
plans o enter the
military and pursuea
career in law
enforcement His

favorite color is yellow,

and he prefers sof
rock music. He reads
science magazines and
enjoys [anlasy novels.
“Miami Vice” is tops on
TV,and one of his
favorile movies was
“QuestFor Fire™
Baseball is his favorite
sport. He'd like to drive
a Monte Carlo S5
someday. Asfor
chariues world-hunger
reliefl has his attention,
He says his hero is his
dad. His pet peeve is
people with oversize
egos. Chris loves the
outdoars but he likes o
hang out at Ingram
Park Mall too. He
prefers (o dress casual
in Tshirtsand jeans,
and he craves pinto
beans!

Chris Childress

I'would tell the old people arout things
that I'd read before _.and they'd never
heardof those things! .. [laughing]. ..
Cause ['ve read all the books about the
pioneers and stuff like that . and they'd
never heard of a lot of that stuff . |

Chris Childress
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Born December 9,1972,
Roger willbe a
freshman at Bandera HS
this fall. Art is his best
subject and he hopes Lo
become a commercial
artist or cartoonist
someday. Roger's sense
of humor may be his
best personal trait He
likes to make others
laugh and Johnny
Carson is one of his
heroes. His tastes in
music run o deavy
meial rock andfor
reading he likes science
fiction. “Transformers”
is his favorite TV show,
and "Pee Wee's Big
Adventure” is his pick
on the big-screen. Red
happens to be Roger's
favorite color and for
good ealing he says you
can't beat pizza In
sports he likes soccer
best, and dreams of
owning & black Camaro.
He likes to hang out aL
The Cabaret. His pet
peeve is “lourists”.
Roger's sympathies lie
with the world hunger
relief effort.

Roger Rizner

I used o think, well. when you got old
You were just going to sit around and
get bored and everything... Bul you can
always look back on the memories that
you had when you were in your
childhood. And a lot of older people...1
thought they just sat around and
collected social security...but a lotof
them are still running farms and doing
SwiT--going 1o work--so it changed.. .

I thought they just sat around, but a lot
of them don't.

Reger Rizaer
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Tiger Meyer, Cheryl Swift, David Ross, Michael Logaadro, Kim Ihmn, Melissa
Dickerson, Yesenia Benitez. M'liss Cowan.
To all of these, and
to the many others
who have helped,

Thank youl!

To all the old timers we interviewed, we say thank you for

sharing your stories with us. And to all the old timers we
have yet to visit, we pray that the opportunity to hear
your story may come soon. To all our readers, we say,

Adids!
and
God be with ye |

The BOOT s a product of deskiop publishing using the Apple Macintosh.
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Interviewing is like observing wildlife....
until you learn to be still, nothing very
interesting comes out....

LB O

Roger Rizner and Project Coordinator
Dr. Jon Johnson working on the fine

points of interviewing technique.
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